
 

 

Come Celebrate Our History! 
 

150 years ago — April, 1866 — our First Unitarian Church of Wilming-
ton held its very first worship service. Throughout the  
month of April, we will celebrate this very important anniversary  
with something special every Sunday. The Big Birthday Party will  
be Saturday, April 30 — and you’ll be hearing lots more about that! 

 

April 3 “The Journey Continues: Our Living Tradition” 
We kick off our month-long celebration with a special preacher from the Unitarian 
Universalist Association, Rev. Mary Katherine Morn. We’ll view a personal video 
greeting from UUA President Rev. Peter Morales. After the service, be sure to visit 
the Library and Warner Room to enjoy exhibits from our archives organized by Ju-
dy Windle and Peggy Rawheiser. 

 

April 10 “The Free Mind” 
We welcome Governor Jack Markell to salute our anniversary on this important 
Sunday, as Rev Roberta takes as her text the stirring words of William Ellery 
Channing carved into our front door. “I call that mind free which has cast off all fear 
but that of wrongdoing, and possesses itself though all else be lost.” After the ser-
vice you will enjoy guided tours of the building, highlighting the many and varied 
chapters of our shared history. Deb Haskell is creating your tour experience. 

 

April 17 “The Great Work” 
We welcome back to our pulpit Rev. Mary Higgins. Mary served as our Co-Director 
of Religious Education and was ordained by our congregation. After the service, a 
scavenger hunt for all ages will take place along with the continuing building tours.  
Our history exhibit will be part of the hunt. 

 

April 24 “It’s in our DNA” 
Rev. Roberta will reflect on our 150 year history, identifying recurring themes that 
have defined us. Look forward to special dramatic visits from past luminaries: Rev. 
Fielder Israel, Charles Bent, Louise Sewall and James Farmer. You’ll meet them in 
period costume! The Tale for all Ages will introduce our children to our Founders. 
After all that excitement, how better to end the morning than with birthday cake?! 

 

 

 



 

 

And NOT Just on Sundays… 
Anniversary Activities All Month Long! 

 

150th Anniversary Party  

Saturday April 30, 5:30 - 9:00 pm. Talleyville Fire Hall 
 

Tickets $30/adult; $20/child* on sale Sundays in the Parish Hall starting April 3.  

Dinner, sodas and tea included. Cash bar, “Journey Through the Years” slide 
show, members’ stories, DJ, dancing and more!  

* Childcare is available at First U during the event at no charge; please reserve 
when you purchase your tickets in the Parish Hall.  

 

150 Acts of Kindness 

Let’s show our gratitude for our founders and sustainers over the last 150 years 
with 150 (or more!) random acts of kindness in April. Use the signup link in E-news 
to record your act, or turn it in at the ticket sales table in the Parish Hall. Some 
kindness acts may be mentioned at our celebration party on April 30. No limit on 
acts of kindness, but only one submission per person. Parents, please encourage 
your kids to participate.  

 

Penny Project 

Bring in one penny from a year that has special meaning to you (birth of first child? 
year you got married?, etc.) Clare Consavage is organizing a commemorative mo-
saic to celebrate our 150-year history. Keep an eye out for a special penny and 
bring it to the Parish Hall any Sunday in April. Each member of your family is invit-
ed to contribute one penny to add to the First U mosaic which we will keep on dis-
play for the next 150 years! 

 

Birthday Gifts for the Youth Activity Center 

For this momentous anniversary, it is fitting to have a special ‘birthday gift’ that 
points to the future of our church. The Youth Activity Center was selected as a fit-
ting recipient of ‘presents’ from our members and friends. All contributions of $150 
or more will be recognized with a special gift. You’ll hear more about this in April. 


