
ILYA– Independent Living for Young Adults Furniture Donation Program 

ILYA has entered into a partnership with the Catholic Charities Thrift Center that greatly 
improves what we are able to do for the young adults we support. The Thrift Center has 
been in the “furniture business” for 60 years, has a LARGE storage space, a license to 
sanitize mattresses, and many other resources our small organization doesn’t have.  

 The Thrift Center accepts many types of items – not just furniture, but also: 

-Clean, gently used clothing  
-Clean, gently used bath and bed linens (twin and double bed size) 
-Gently used shoes and boots 
-Large and small appliances in working order (particularly microwave and toaster ovens) 
-Glassware, flatware, pots and pans, cooking utensils 
-Lamps, area rugs 
-Wall decorations 
-Jewelry 
-Many other types of household and personal items. 

This greatly expands what our members and friends can donate and gets us out of the 
pick-up business. 

Items the Thrift Center cannot take are: 

- Tube type televisions 
- Entertainment centers 
- Baby cribs 
- Exercise equipment (stationary bikes, treadmills, Stair Masters, etc.) 

PLEASE NOTE: It is not economically feasible for The Thrift Center to send a vehicle to 
pick up isolated small items – such as a bag of clothing or shoes, a box of glassware, 
flatware, or wall decorations, a microwave or toaster, etc. However, when such items 
are in conjunction with the pickup of larger items, they will be picked up also.  

To arrange for a free pick-up of furniture items, call the Thrift Center at (302) 764-2717.  
Please give the code “First UU” to the person scheduling your pick-up as the 
Thrift Center keeps track of ILYA donations.  Pick-ups are scheduled based on zip 
codes. The next day the truck can come to your area will be scheduled as soon as 
possible but do call ahead to arrange for a convenient day for your items to be taken.   

At pick-up, you will receive a receipt from the Thrift Center. Please be sure the code 
“First UU” is on your receipt. If it is not, please ask the driver/pick-up person to add it 
so ILYA receives credit for your donation. Donors are responsible for establishing the 
value of each item for tax purposes. 

 



Drop-off stations for small items not going with furniture are located at:  
 
- Thrift Center Store, 1320 East 23rd Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19802  

Hours: Monday – Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 
- Catholic Charities’ Main Office, 2601 West 4th Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19805  

Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 ILYA mentors and/or the professional counselors or social workers who work closely 
with the ILYA young adults work out a list of items that are needed and provide a 
voucher that is honored by the Thrift Center. 
 
ILYA volunteers pick the young person up and bring him/her to the Thrift Center where 
s/he shops – at no cost – from the entire warehouse for items on their voucher list. They 
have a much wider variety of items to choose from than we ever had space for in our 
very limited facilities and, for the first time, they are able to select what goes into their 
apartment. (In the past, we always picked out the items from our very limited inventory 
and delivered the items sight unseen by the recipient.) 

After they select the items, our volunteers deliver the items or help arrange for delivery 
to the young person’s apartment via the Thrift Store’s box truck and deliverymen. 

If you need more information or help with this process, please contact J. Harry Feldman 
at JHarryF@aol.com or 302-654-0681. 

 

Thank you so much for helping these deserving young people with your donation. It 
means the difference between starting a home and living an empty room filled with 
deprivation.  
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