
Membership Journey: The Power of the Invitation            
 
We have a goal to have 4 new visitors feel comfortable enough to fill out one of our visitor forms each 
week.  So far this fiscal year we are averaging only 1.2 per week.  Many of you have talked to me about 
the hope that more people will find our church.  How will they find us? YOU, is one answer.  From a 
survey in ChurchLeaders, “Overall, 41% of the formerly churched said that they would return to the local 
church if a friend or acquaintance invited them. Younger adults are even more influenced by the power 
of the invitation. Approximately 60% of those 18–35 would consider returning to church if someone 
they knew asked them to come back.”   
 
We ask our visitors about how they found our church, and why they were looking.  There are a variety of 
answers, naturally.  Some saw our sign and were intrigued.  Many did their research on the internet and 
found us through our website.  And still others were invited by a friend.  Some are UU’s who recently 
moved here and are looking for a new church home.  Some of them are young families and are looking 
for a quality religious education program for their children.  Some are retired and looking to continue 
their UU experience in their new town. Here is a summary of visitor responses to our survey.  
 

We also know there are many past 
members who stopped 
attending.  According to the survey in 
the online church blog, ChurchLeaders, 
while some people leave a church 
because they are disenchanted with 
the state of the church (with fellow 
members, as well as a pastor) the most 
significant reason people stop coming 
to church is that something changed in 
their life situation and they’re just too 
busy.  It went on to say that one of the 
most underestimated reasons people 
return to church is that someone 
invited them back.   Many of those also 
mentioned that if they returned to 
church, they would want to be part of 
a church where they can make a 
difference.  “People want to serve and 
know that they are contributing 
something significant.” 

 
Ours is a church where there are many ways to make a difference – for the church, for our local 
community, and globally.  We all have a role to play.  Do you have a friend who is UU at heart?  Invite 
her.  Do you know a past member who you wish would come back?  Invite him.  This is something we all 
can do! 
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