
The Impact of  a Sponsor 
Church 

 
The involvement of the sponsor church 
with a new congregation in its early stages 
of development is critical to its success.   
Although financial support in the form of 
grants or resource gifts can make a big  
difference in the success of the new  
congregation, the most important support 
that a sponsor church provides has been 
through regular face-to-face visits and on-
going communications.  Through these 
ongoing contacts and relationships we find 
that trust, friendships, and mutual pride in 
the many accomplishments grow and both 
congregations flourish. 
 
These ongoing relationships have: 
 
 Developed an understanding of the 

new congregations’ unique needs and 
situations; 

 
 Provided expertise in “how to do 

church” to people new to Unitarian 
Universalism, including written reports 
and manuals; 

 
 Helped inspire and teach lay leaders 

both in the sponsor church and the 
new congregation; 

 
 And, provided assistance in making full 

use of the resources of the Central 
East Region, the UUA, and other re-
sources to meet needs. 
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What You Can Do to Grow  
Unitarian Universalism 

Visit one of the congregations that First  

Unitarian Church has sponsored 

 

Attend the Delmarva Cluster meetings 

 

Attend the annual Delmarva UU Celebra-

tions and special events 

 

Support the Chalice Lighters Program 

 

Talk with members of the Committee: 
 

Vivian Gray, Chair 

Jon Claney 

Barbara Crowell 

Donna Curtis 

Joan Priest 

David Sheppard 

Elizabeth Siftar 

Rev. Dr. Richard Speck 

Pallatheria Subramanian 

Karel Toll 
 

Join the Denominational Growth Committee 
 

Contact Vivian Gray, vagray@rcn.com    

We are here to grow in wisdom and learn 

how to love better.  As we do this in our 

own ways, we slowly become a blessing to 

those around us and a light to the world.  

         - Rachel Naomi Remen 

 

Recipient of  the UUA 
O. Eugene Pickett Award 

Denominational 
Growth  

Committee 



 

.  

How We Fulfill  
Our Mission 

 

We work in collaboration with the Del-
marva Cluster, the Central East Region 
(CER), Chalice Lighters, and the UUA.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our History as a Sponsor 
Church in Support of  New & 

Growing Congregations 
 

The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington 
has a long history of lending support to 
new Unitarian Universalist congregations.  
Since 1997, our sponsor church program, 
in cooperation with the UUA and the Jo-
seph Priestley District, has provided mod-
est financial support, expertise, and a vari-
ety of resources important to the establish-
ment of full-service congregations.   
 

Since 1988 we have sponsored the follow-
ing congregations: 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
the South Jersey Shore (UUCSJS) 

 

Unitarian Universalists of Southern  

Delaware (UUSD) in Lewes 

 

Unitarian Universalists of Central  

Delaware (UUCD) in Dover 

 

Unitarian Universalist Society of Mill 
Creek (UUSMC) in Newark 

 

Denominational Growth  
Committee’s 

Mission 
 
 

The First Unitarian Denominational 
Growth Committee (DGC) is 

passionate about growing Unitarian 
Universalism.  We support new and 

growing congregations, engage 
sponsoring congregations, and involve 

First Unitarian members in this 
transformative work.   

 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Fulfilling Our Mission Cont.  
The purpose of this committee is to pro-
mote growth as a living process. The 
DGC members encourage  members of 
First Unitarian to join in the growth effort 
by visiting the new congregations and 
supporting them through the Grants for 
Growth collection plates.  

Recent Grants for Growth supported 

 Building Expansion 

 Religious Education and Child Care 

 AV and marketing 
 

We provide opportunities to build rela-
tionships among congregations and en-
gage in joint efforts from which we all 
benefit such as working on social justice 
legislation and holding timely workshops. 
 

We make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers and nurture our own growth through 
sharing our Unitarian Universalist mes-
sage. 
 

We attend  Delmarva Cluster meetings 
with representatives from other congrega-
tions on the Delmarva Peninsula, as well 
as our own DGC meetings, which inspire 
us as we witness the enthusiasm for Uni-
tarian Universalism throughout the region 
and within our own members. 
 

We know growth is essential to promote 
our Unitarian Universalist principles.  
Sharing this endeavor with others is the 
driving force behind the efforts to start 
new congregations and build up estab-
lished congregations, including our own.  

 


