
FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF WILMINGTON 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

MARCH 19, 2018 
 

ATTENDING:  Linda Sanders, Tracy Spinka-Doms, Jacqueline Kairis, Marty Peres, Phil Krape, 
Mike McCabe, Donna Gonzalez, Jenny Brown, Rev. Roberta Finkelstein 
 
OPENING:  The meeting was called to order by Linda Sanders at 7:10 pm.  The Agenda was 
reviewed, and Tracy lit the chalice for Donna Gonzalez.   Donna provided the Centering Words 
and also served as Process Observer. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  This month’s consent agenda included the February 2018  Board meeting 
minutes; minutes from the February Board retreat; ET Incidentals; the monthly church financial 
statements; GP 6 & 7; BETL 4; a report from the Investment Committee, and EL 2 & 7.  The 
agenda was moved, seconded, and approved. 
 
SPONSORSHIP:  Tonia Bell-Delgado submitted a request that First U sponsor her application for 
seminary.  This requires Board approval.  Tonia provided a brief overview of her background, 
and journey leading to her decision to apply for the seminary.  She also answered some 
immediate questions from the Board members.   Her request for sponsorship was discussed, a 
motion was made and seconded that we support her request.  The motion carried. 1 
 
SEARCH COMMITTEE FOR NEW MINISTER:  Over the past two weeks, the congregation was 
queried for their input for members for the Ministerial Search Committee.  Phone, email, and 
direct mail were used to solicit these responses.  We received a total of 112 responses.  It was 
noted that the most successful medium for obtaining input was from direct phone calls.   
The Board reviewed the top names submitted by the congregation.  After ranking, analysis, and 
discussion, the Board finalized a listing of the 7 top names, and three alternates.  These 
individuals will be contacted to ascertain their willingness to serve.  Once finalized, the 
committee will be presented to the Congregation. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE:  Phil met with the architect, and the project will soon be 
wrapped up with a final plan and cost estimates.  An elevator into the Warner Room is a recent 
alternative for consideration.   
 
ADMINISTRATION:  

 A motion was made to make an administrative correction to EL7.7 to read 
“Not treat themselves differently from other comparable employees”.   The word “not” 
was inserted.  This motion was seconded and approved. 
This information was forwarded to Marina to make the change on the website. 

 The Board is responsible for Hospitality on April 15th.  Marty will provide a reminder to 
all. 

 The Rev. Craig Hirschberg will visit First U and speak from the pulpit about the 
upcoming search process.  Afterwards the Board will take her to lunch. 



 Thank you notes were signed. 
 
CLOSING:  Donna reviewed the process, and provided the closing words, from Dr. Seuss. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  Jennifer Brown, Secretary. 
 

1 March 19, 2018 

With the above in mind, we, the The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, 

Delaware are pleased to sponsor   Tonia Bell Delgado 

as a Candidate for fellowship in the UU ministry.  

Signed, 

  

Linda Sanders 

President, Board of Trustees 

Please Print:  

Name of Candidate: Tonia Bell Delgado  

Name of Congregation: First Unitarian Church of Wilmington  

Address of Congregation: 730 Halstead Rd 

Wilmington DE 19803 

THANK YOU!  Print this form, type or print your entries, and return form 

to: mfccoordinator@uua.org. 

mailto:mfccoordinator@uua.org

