
THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, 
SUPPORTS STRONG ACTION TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists recognize that:  

 global climate change is a moral and ethical crisis induced and exacerbated by human activity that 
must be modified to maintain a livable world for ourselves, our descendants, and other species; 

 looming ecological catastrophes impacting food, water, and disease threaten the vulnerable and our 
descendants with mass suffering;   

 we can act to limit the harmful consequences of climate change by effective risk management 
(adaptation and mitigation, including emission reductions, development of renewable energy, etc.), 
with sufficient motivation, persistence, optimism, and will; 

 there can be no long-term solution to many social justice issues, with which Unitarian Universalists are 
concerned, without a viable solution to the climate problem; and 

 
WHEREAS, our Principles impel us to act on climate change, because:   

 the web of life is threatened—climate catastrophes disproportionately impact the poor, 
disadvantaged, elderly, women, and children, raising intergenerational equity issues, as clearly stated 
in the GA Action for Immediate Witness 2015 Resolution; 

 environmental justice is based on an assumption that oppression of the environment is linked to 
oppression of different groups, primarily marginalized communities;  

 our leaders call us to action—Peter Morales (UUA President) and Bill Schulz (UUSC President and CEO) 
recently wrote that “The crisis of climate change is the gravest threat facing our world today”; 

 Unitarian Universalists overwhelmingly voted to adopt a Statement of Conscience on the Threat of 
Global Warming/Climate Change in 2006, calling Unitarian Universalists into action to diminish the 
impact of climate change.  It has several good ideas for actions we can take.   

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, 
believes that Board members must support decisions and action to lessen the impact of climate change, while 
working for environmental justice, and calls our members to work for an environmentally just world; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board calls on members of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, 
Delaware, to: 

 engage in a diversity of learning and educational activities to be as well informed as possible on climate 
change and environmental justice issues; 

 oppose decisions and actions by governments, corporations, and individuals that add to climate and 
environmental problems;  

 promote leadership for climate action in our own homes, within our congregation, and in partnership 
with other faith communities; 

 work towards mitigating, averting, and limiting the potential catastrophes of climate change locally,  
nationally, and world-wide;  

 support urgent and responsible international cooperation and agreements to address climate change, 
similar to those achieved at the UN Climate Agreement Talks in December 2015, in Paris, urging 
commitment to larger reductions in emission targets;    

 recognize that inaction is not an option in face of the catastrophic environmental injustices before us;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, believing that we can make a difference, we commit ourselves to reducing 
climate change and to bringing about environmental justice in our community and throughout the world.   

Adopted by the Board of Trustees on March 21, 2016   
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