
FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH POLICY 

On 

THE NEW JIM CROW:  RACISM and INCARCERATION 
 

WHEREAS, the school to prison pipeline, racial profiling in the enforcement of the “War on Drugs” and other 
systemic and structural racial bias in police and criminal justice systems are moral catastrophes and lead to 
patterns of arrests, convictions, longer sentencing, disenfranchisement and disproportionate incarceration of 
people of color, especially young males, as well as legal discrimination in the employment of people with a 
criminal record; 

  

WHEREAS, Michelle Alexander, at the 2012 UUA General Assembly said, “We use our criminal justice system 
to label people of color ‘criminals’ and then engage in all the practices we supposedly left behind. . . . As a 
criminal, you have scarcely more rights, and arguably less respect, than a black man living in Alabama at the 
height of Jim Crow. We have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely redesigned it.” 

 

WHEREAS, as Unitarian Universalists (UUs), our dedication to global justice, equity, and dignity leads us to join 
hands across lines of race, class, age, and geography to work for an end to the injustices faced by people of 
color in our communities, so that every person is treated equally under the law and has a fair chance in life.  

 

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Principles provide a clear mandate to protest such institutional racism, in 
that 

 Unitarian Universalist Principles affirm the goal of a just community, representing unity and equity in 
our multi-racial world; 

 Unitarian Universalist Principles affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 

  

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, DE affirms to uphold our Principles 
and commitment to racial justice, and calls upon its members to:  

 Condemn the pattern of inadequate school discipline policies based on race;  

 Condemn targeting people of color in our society, negating their inherent worth and dignity through 
patterns in our law enforcement systems, criminal justice systems, and structures; 

 Condemn the continuing practice of institutional racism and disproportionate incarceration in our 
society, and witness for racial fairness.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, DE also calls upon its members to:  

 Expand individual and community knowledge and awareness of the many manifestations of the “New 
Jim Crow;”  

 Petition local, state, and federal representatives to end institutional racism in all its forms and 
practices; 

 Form Unitarian Universalist, interfaith, and community partnerships for organizing, advocacy, and 
demonstrating to end institutional racism, unjust laws, and disproportionate incarceration of people of 
color. 
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