
Welcoming the Stranger 

Sunday, November 11th,  
1 pm to 3 pm 

First Unitarian Church sanctuary 
730 Halstead Road (off Concord Pike) 

Sponsored by the First Unitarian Church, Human Rights Task Force 

Questions?  Contact Becky Laster, blaster102@verizon.net 

Speakers include: 

Widener University Delaware Law School - Professor Mary Brigid McManamon 

Jewish Family Services Refugee Resettlement Program - Basha Silverman 

Network Delaware Safe Communities Campaign – Dalissy Washington and Cecelia E. Duplam 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee – Doyle Dobbins 

A community forum designed to build understanding and 

heighten compassion about the legal and personal issues of 

immigration, asylum, and refugee status in

our state, nation and the world  

Refugee and Immigration Crisis   
in Delaware and Beyond 

mailto:blaster102@verizon.net


First Unitarian Church to Host a Forum on     
the Refugee and Immigration Crisis in Delaware, 

the Nation and the World  

For immediate release 

Contact: Becky Laster  blaster102@verizon.net  

Wilmington, Delaware, October…, 2018   On Sunday, November 11, from 1 p.m. to  3 p.m. the public is invited to a 

forum titled, “Welcoming the Stranger — Refugee and Immigration Crisis in Delaware and Beyond” at the First Unitarian 

Church, 730 Halstead Road, Wilmington, Delaware (off Concord Pike). The event brings together experts on immigration issues 

to speak about the legal and personal struggles faced by immigrants, refugees, and asylum-seekers. A question and answer 

period will follow.  

Featured speakers: 

Professor Mary Brigid McManamon, who teaches Constitutional Law at Widener University Delaware Law School, 

will give a presentation on current issues and continuing controversies over the nation’s southern border. In 2016, she      

published an Op-Ed in the Washington Post on the definition of “natural born citizen.” 

Dalissy J. Washington and Cecelia E. Duplam from Network Delaware will tell their stories about living as “Dreamers” 

here in Delaware. They will explain the progress the Safe Communities Campaign has made to provide sanctuary and highlight 

the challenges ahead.  

Basha Silverman, CEO of Jewish Family Services, will share the achievements and goals of the Delaware Refugee   

Integration Support Effort (RISE). Through intensive, culturally sensitive case management, RISE helps refugees integrate into 

new communities, obtain and retain employment, and maintain healthy lifestyles. 

Doyle Dobbins will discuss the work of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), which supports refugees 

throughout the world. He will highlight their progress in Central America. The UUSC has supported refugees and political dissi-

dents since World War II and recently published a report called, “The United States Follows Hungary’s Dangerous Path to Dis-

mantling Asylum.”  

The forum is designed to build understanding and heighten compassion for the people whose lives are intimately 

affected by current national and state policies. The inspirational speakers will create momentum and urge us toward action by 

providing some meaningful ways to get involved. Doors will open at 12:30 p.m.  

The forum is sponsored and organized by the Human Rights Task Force of the First Unitarian Church. For more infor-

mation, please contact Becky Laster at blaster102@verizon.net.
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