
Music at First Unitarian 

What’s been happening with music at First U lately?  
When the Covid-19 crisis became apparent, back in the middle of March, we were working hard as a 
church to figure out what Sunday services would continue to look like, and how we would offer music 
while maintaining safe practices.  
 
Thanks to Cyril Everett Caster & Catherine Braik Selin 
On March 15th the band “String Theory” had been scheduled, and we knew their members needed to 
stay safe at home. Fortunately for us, Cyril Everett Caster and Catherine Braik Selin, who had been 
instrumental introducing the group to Rev. Pam, graciously offered to step in and provide music for 
that Sunday, and we managed to pull off our first online-only worship service at First Unitarian!  
  
Due to the difficult learning curve of online services and the challenge of being without a Music 
Director during this time, Cyril and Catherine agreed to stay with us until we could find our bearings 
and begin to involve other musicians. During that time they took a huge burden off of our Minister by 
selecting music appropriate to the theme, avoiding songs that were restricted by copyright, and often 
writing songs specifically for a particular service. We are exceedingly grateful to Cyril and Catherine 
for being there during those challenging early weeks of the pandemic, offering their creative, 
energetic, and cheerful presence for the last two months.  
 
Musical Diversity Planning Returns 
As we begin planning for summer, and have settled into this pandemic time, Rev. Pam is ready to 
return to our previous plan of including a diversity of musicians in Sunday services, in addition to 
continuing to draw on the music resources of Unitarian Universalist congregations elsewhere. In this 
way, we can imagine what we hope for the future of our First Unitarian music program. So stay tuned 
for some new and interesting musicians to come in the future weeks. 
 
Music Director Search Team Formed 
Rev. Pam has been working on a Music Director Search Team, and is pleased to announce the team, 
which includes Rebecca Fisher, Cindy Cohen, Jim Weddell, and Anne Turner. They have begun 
meeting and planning for our next Music Director. While we acknowledge it is a strange time to be in 
a hiring process, we also recognize that it is a difficult time to be without a Music Director, and we 
plan to move forward to see what candidates emerge. The first step of the process will include a 
congregational survey to come out in the coming weeks. Please be sure to share your candid responses 
with the Search Team so that they can select candidates who meet the overall needs of our 
congregation. We look forward to hearing from you through that survey. We will also share the job 
posting in our E-News when it becomes available so that you can help spread the word.  
  
The email address for the Music Director Search Team is 
MusicDirectorSearchTeam@firstuuwilm.org. If you have feedback about what you hope for the music 
program, please use the forthcoming survey to share your thoughts. 
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