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END #2: At First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, 
people of all ages gain new perspectives and grow as informed, 
spiritual human beings. 
 
Our interpretation of this End is unchanged from previous years. 
Almost all of the programs at First Unitarian Church apply to all of the Ends. We focus in this 
report on the programs that primarily accomplish this End. 
 

Children and Youth Religious Exploration  
In the 2020/2021 church year, First Unitarian Church of Wilmington has 65 children and youth 
registered. Starting in March 2020, we have been in pandemic mode, holding all activities 
online, including CYRE.   
  
Children and Youth are broken into the following groups: 
3 year olds through 5th graders  
Preschoolers and Elementary aged children are encouraged to attend online worship with their 
families on Sunday mornings. The first 15 minutes of worship are multi-generational.  
On the First UU Wilm CYRE website Family Resources page, Catherine Williamson provides 
monthly resources for the Soul Matters themes. Additionally, weekly resources are provided 
based on the Time for All Ages, Worship Service, or seasonal events. These resources include a 
Chalice Lighting Ritual and activities to bring Unitarian Universalism into the home. 
 
Explorers: 6th-8th grades meet virtually every other week 
Explorers are participating in the “Twilight Zone.” Using videos, this group will explore our 
Unitarian Universalist beliefs and how these beliefs already do, or can, influence how they live 
their lives. They have the opportunity to: 

● Consider social issues and the ways in which our faith can help us understand our values. 
● Understand ways in which the right of conscience calls us to do what’s right, even if there 

are possible negative consequences. 
● Examine how our choices affect others around us, as well as ourselves. 
● Explore how taking a stand is related to perspective and point of view. 

Additionally, Explorers have time to socialize and play together. Sometimes an entire meeting 
will consist of a chalice lighting and check in followed by playing games. Most meetings include 
at least some time for playing and chatting. 
 
Youth Group: 9th - 12th grades meet virtually every other week.  
The Youth Group is led by the Youth Planning Team which includes elected youth leaders in 
partnership with the Director of Religious Education and adult advisors.  
This year the Youth Planning Team includes:  

● Leadership: Hayden Laster and Elise Harrell 
● Bonding/Games: Leo Claney and Gabe Pust 
● Social Action/Fundraising: Nicole McGhee and Soren Shahan 
● Adult Mentors: Becky Laster, Jon Claney, and Catherine Williamson, DRE 

 

https://sites.google.com/firstuuwilm.org/firstuuwilmcyre/family-resources


Youth Group Meetings focus on Worship, Learning, and Fun. The first 15 - 30 minutes of each 
meeting is a time for worship led by the youth. The Learning portion of the meeting has been 
focused on “Be the Change!”, a racial justice program created by the UUA. “Be the Change!” 
gives the youth a starting place for discussions about the role of race, identity and justice in 
living out their faith. The final 30 minutes of their meeting is Fun. This is a time to play games 
and socialize.  
 
During the Pandemic, providing an opportunity for our middle school and high school youth to 
socialize virtually is invaluable. They have fun playing together, teach each other, and me, how 
to do things online, and stay connected to Unitarian Universalism.  
 

Adult Religious Growth and Learning  
Due to the pandemic, many adult activities have moved online. Some are on haitus until we can 
meet again in person.  
 
Soul Matters  
This year we have virtual Soul Matters and Connection circle groups who meet over Zoom. The 
2020-2021 Soul Matters topics are: 
September:  Renewal 
October:  Deep Listening 
November:  Healing 
December:  Stillness 
January:  Imagination 
February:  Beloved Community 
March:  Commitment 
April:  Becoming 
May:  Story 
June:  Play 
 
Environmental Justice Task Force  
The EJTF has been issuing monthly Environmental Challenges, designed to be practiced 
individually. Some topics have included: 
Avoid Buying Factory Farm Animal Products 
Learn About Project Drawdown 
Get a Home Energy Audit 
Read “The Future We Choose” 
Some of the challenges included Zoom discussions and these projects have provided 
opportunities for church members to engage in virtual community.  
The EJTF is also working on a solar panel project for one of our roofs. In December, the EJTF 
invited church members to become involved with this project.  
 
Human Rights Task Force  
The HRTF was very busy this year with virtual Anti-Racism workshops in partnership with the 
YMCA, as well as a successful partnership with UUDAN with the UUtheVote postcard project.  
 
Pastoral Care Associates  
The Pastoral care team has been focused on individual pastoral needs and challenges, instead of 
educational programs.  
 
 
 



Sunday Worship Services  
Converting to online worship was challenging but it allowed us to continue to offer new 
perspectives and help our congregation stay informed and feed their spiritual growth.  The AV 
Team deserves recognition for their huge effort.  
We have invited guest speakers and musicians who brought new ideas and fresh energy to 
online worship. Examples of speakers include: 
To Love Despite All” – Rev. Neal Jones 
The Art of Meaning” – Rev. Kimberley Debus 
“Welcome to My Home” – Rev. Danielle Di Bona 
“Voice Still and Small” – Rev. Andrew Weber 
Worship Associates continue to enrich worship experiences as speakers and worship 
participants.  
Musical guests included: 
Emma’s Revolution 
Avi Wisnia 
Cyril Caster 
Catherine Braik Selin 
Paul Fleckinstein 
 
ASSESSMENT: We report achievement of End #2. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Pamela Wat 
Marina VanRenssen 
Linda Sanders 
Dale Stratton 


