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Our Mission 

First Unitarian Church of 

Wilmington is a beloved 

community that nourishes minds 

and spirits, fights injustice, and 

transforms the world through 

loving action. 

Our Vision 

At First Unitarian Church of 

Wilmington, people of all ages: 

• Feel safe, accepted, and loved – 

and empowered to be our 

authentic selves. 

• Gain new perspectives and grow 

as informed, spiritual human 

beings. 

• Act on our shared values and 

Unitarian Universalist identity 

to fight for a more just world. 

• Experience wonder, inspiration, 

fulfillment, and joy. 

Our Core Values 

• Love and compassion,  

• Growth and discovery, 

• Freedom and Justice,  

• Wonder and Joy. 

through Mission 

How does a flower grow from a rock?  Or a tree 
withstand the famously strong winds of Torres del 
Paine, Chile?  Resilience. 

Our mission calls us into beloved community where 
we nourish our minds, nourish our spirits and 
ultimately join to face the injustice of the world, 
with the goal of transformation through loving 
action.  But how do we stay resilient to reach for 
those goals in the face of never-ending racism, 
destructive environmental practices, and a 
pandemic that has kept us away from our church 
building for over a year? 

Our Soul Matters program of February 2020 

reminded us of ways to be resilient as we entered 
this strange year of separation.   Quoting Helen 

Keller, “Although the world is full of suffering, it is 
also full of the overcoming of it.”   

We have risen to the challenge in the ways we have 

worshipped together, the ways we have grown 
together—children, youth and adults— and in the 
ways we have served those in our community and 

beyond.  While our physical building remains 
closed, First Unitarian Church of Wilmington is 

OPEN and welcoming all from near and far! 

Please enjoy member art and poetry 

throughout the annual report this year, 
focused on the Soul Matters themes from this 
church year. 

Photos: Cover and this page by Nancy Pinson 
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Over the past year, our Church has faced the challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic. We have responded 

with resilience and commitment. We have been resilient in the face of unexpected change, and we have 

remained committed to our UU values. We can now look forward with hope to a time when we can come 

together, not just virtually, but in the real world. 

The Board has continued to operate during this past year under a system called “Policy Governance.” 

Under this system, the Board is generally responsible for establishing the policies that govern the 

Church. The Board does not manage the Church on a day-to-day basis. That task falls to the Senior 

Minister and the Executive Team. 

In colloquial terms, the policies are guardrails. The Board creates the guardrails that establish the width 

of the road. Within those guardrails, the Senior Minister and the Executive Team are charged with 

driving the Church forward.  

In practice, there isn’t just one road. The Board has established a set of policies, analogous to a set of 

roads. Some of those roads are very wide, like the freedom we give our minister in the pulpit. Some of 

those roads are narrower, like the tighter policy we have for financial matters. In every case, however, 

we have given the Senior Minister and the Executive Team a range of discretion in which to do their 

jobs.  

As part of its role, the Board monitors the Senior Minister and the Executive Team to make sure they 

stay within the guardrails, but we don’t micromanage them. No one likes a backseat driver. But we do 

provide feedback and guidance as to their success in fulfilling the mission of the Church. We also engage 

in strategic planning to determine when new or different policies are needed, and we act as fiduciaries 

to ensure prudent stewardship of the Church’s assets. 

During the 2020-21 Church year, the Board’s major task was to carry out its policy governance function 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. From the beginning of the pandemic, the Board worked with Reverend 

Pam and the Executive Team to transition to on-line services and related activities. Consistent with its 

role, the Board provided feedback to Reverend Pam and the Executive Team on a variety of issues, while 

weighing in on major policy decisions like treatment of staff, the extent to which Church facilities would 

remain closed, and when the Church would re-open. 

Under Policy Governance, a key responsibility of the Board is to ensure that the Executive Team 
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functions effectively. That responsibility came to the fore in late 2021, as Reverend Pam confronted the 

challenge of caring for a close family member. The Board fulfilled its role by supporting Reverend Pam 

and strengthening the Church’s leadership team. When it became necessary for Reverend Pam to take a 

leave of absence, the Board supplemented the Executive Team by hiring Reverend Tracey Robinson-

Harris as our Temporary Minister.  

During the past year, the Board also carried out its policy governance function by creating a new 

Finance Committee. The purpose of the new Finance Committee is to provide support for the Board and 

the Treasurer in carrying out their responsibilities. The duties of the new Finance Committee 

encompass the role of the Investment Committee, which the Board eliminated. The Board remains 

ultimately responsible for the financial affairs of the Church, and the Treasurer remains the Church 

officer primarily responsible for financial matters.   

Finally, throughout the past year, the Board has continued to oversee the strategic development of the 

Church’s facilities. The Strategic Planning Committee has taken the lead on these issues, and they are the 

subject of a separate report.  

Because of the Board’s role in the Policy Governance framework, the Board’s activities reflect only a 

small part of the work of our Church. The reports from the Senior Minister, the Treasurer, and various 

Church organizations provide detailed insight into the impressive achievements that those individuals 

and groups have accomplished during the pandemic. We feel grateful and blessed for their efforts. 

As we move forward into a new year, we see light ahead. We hope that soon we will be able to gather 

together in person, in our beloved sanctuary, and be together as a community. Until that time comes, we 

continue to be honored to serve as your Board of Trustees. Thank you for supporting our church with 

your time, talents and treasure.  

Your Board of Trustees,,  

Leslie Dickerson (Co-President), Travis Laster (Co-President), Tracy Spinka-Doms (Secretary), Renee 
Anderson, Carmen Bell-Delgado, Cinda Crane, Deb Griffin, Phil Krape, and Michael McCabe.   
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DEVELOPMENTAL MINISTRY—YEAR 

THREE 

A s in the previous year, so 

this year has had challenges 

and changes.  This report 

reflects the resilience and 

commitment, connection and 

community First Unitarian has 

created, shared and supported.  

Early in the pandemic Rev. Pam 

led several drop-in small groups 

on Zoom to help build 

connection, grounding, and 

support during that tender time. 

After several weeks of leading 

the groups, she then 

encouraged participants to 

transition into our ongoing 

small groups. Small group 

participation is quite high with 

most participants returning 

year after year. Small groups 

are the center of our spiritual 

development work and they are 

run mostly by volunteers who 

have done an exceptional job of 

transitioning to online. Board 

members have hosted online 

coffee hours for communicating 

news and building connections. 

Staff and Worship Associates 

continued the tradition of whole 

church worship services, 

growing into the limitations and 

possibilities offered by the 

online platform. Staff and 

Worship Associates also found 

ways for members to “see” one 

another by soliciting 

photographs, videos, and written 

responses that were shared 

during worship services.  

We celebrated two baby 

dedications online, honored our 

10/25/50 year members online, 

and we even gathered online 

over and over again to 

remember and to say goodbye 

to loved ones who died. Rev. 

Pam officiated small in-person 

wedding ceremonies, along with 

other small in-person rites of 

passage. We recognized Bob 

Ullrich’s 100th birthday in a 

worship service with 

contributions from church 

members. In June, we 

celebrated the life of Marge 

Meyermann by using our 
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parking lot as a space to give 

away her library which was 

donated to church members 

following her death during the 

pandemic. 

In August and September, Rev. 

Pam and Linda Sanders co-

facilitated a six session self-

exploration and education 

program based on Robin 

DiAngelo’s book White 

Fragility.  We advertised for 

one group but the response 

was so overwhelming we 

offered three group times and 

had over fifty dedicated 

participants. Through 

discussion, role play, small 

group interactions and 

journaling, we all increased 

our understanding of 

ourselves and systemic racism 

and shared ideas on how to be 

more aware of our own 

privilege and biases and how 

to respond to and interrupt 

racism.  Rev. Pam was part of 

an interfaith video message 

with the 9th Ward interfaith 

clergy group in Wilmington in 

support of the protests for 

black lives. (https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=K9Tf48qAMxI ) 

Rev. Pam and church members 

attended a march in 

Wilmington following the 

killing of George Floyd. 

Volunteers made election day 

signs for our property which 

served as a polling place.  

In October, Kathy Harris was 

hired as Music Director. Kathy 

has done a phenomenal job of 

getting to know many of our in-

house and visiting musicians 

through collaborations in 

worship and for the beautiful 

Christmas concert. First 

Unitarian Choir meetings have 

continued throughout the year 

via Zoom on 

Thursday 

evenings, 

generously 

hosted by 

Richard 

Speck.  A 

combination 

of checking in 

and rehearsing to prepare 

virtual choir videos has provided 

support for members and the 

ability to continue to share 

music with each other and the 

congregation.  We’ve learned to 

approach making music in new 

ways, tackling technological 

challenges along the way, and 

stretching our boundaries.   

The Minister’s Discretionary 

Fund was generously supported 

early in the pandemic and 

continues to be a source of 

financial support for 

congregants facing food 

insecurity and other financial 

need during the pandemic. 

Throughout the year, Rev. Dr. 

Richard Speck served as back up 

minister for weddings and 

memorials and for pastoral care 

as needed. He officiated one 

wedding and five memorial 

services.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9Tf48qAMxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9Tf48qAMxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9Tf48qAMxI
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Throughout the year, Rev. 

Andrew Weber continued to 

occasionally lead our Sunday 

morning worship services.  

Andrew said it has been a 

pleasure and honor for him to 

worship with this beloved 

community. He has felt - and 

hopes the feeling is shared - 

that virtual services have been a 

good way to stay connected to 

our faith and our community. 

In January, Rev. Pam began a 

planned six week leave to 

care for her family. On 

January 4, I began as your 

temporary contract minister, 

serving virtually from my 

home in Ashby, 

Massachusetts.  On January 

6, the insurrection at the US 

Capitol occurred, followed 

by the Inauguration of 

President Biden and Vice 

President Harris on January 

20. Soon thereafter, the 

Senate held the second 

impeachment trial of the 

former President.  And the 

pandemic continued on.  

Following the insurrection, 

and on the one year 

anniversary of pandemic 

building closure, community 

gatherings were held on 

Zoom, offering a time to be 

in each other's company for 

support and reflection. 

In early February, Rev. Pam 

determined more time was 

needed to adequately address 

her family's needs for care and 

support. Her leave was 

extended, and my contract was 

amended – both continuing 

through the end of June.  

As your temporary contract 

minister, my responsibilities 

include leading worship and 

working with Worship 

Associates and the 

Audiovisual Team, providing 

pastoral care as possible and 

supporting the 

Pastoral Care 

Team, supervising 

staff and 

volunteers who 

report to the minister, serving 

as a member of the Executive 

Team, providing support for 

the Stewardship Campaign 

and working with the 

Executive Team and Business 

Manager in the preparation of 

the annual budget, and 

reporting to the Board of 

Trustees.   As I write, we are 

beginning the process of 

planning and preparing for the 

hybrid opening of the building 

on Ingathering Sunday. Along 

the way, I have consulted with 

Rev. Pam as necessary.  

I am grateful for your generous 

welcome and for the 

opportunity to serve with you.  I 

am grateful to the staff and 

leaders with whom I have 

worked.  Gentle blessings to 

Rev. Pam and her family and to 

this congregation as you 

anticipate welcoming her back 

at the start of the new church 

year. 

Faithfully, 

Rev. Tracey Robinson-Harris  

 

Rev. Dr. Richard Speck 

Rev. Andrew Weber 
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W hew! What a year. This 
year is my year of transition.  
I have changed my name, I am 
no longer Antonia Bell-
Delgado, I am Ali K.C. Bell. 
This name change has many 
components.  The first is 
wonderful. I have started to 
take testosterone and to live 
into my identity as a 
transmasculine genderqueer 
person. The second is 
heartbreaking. Carmen and I 
are in the process of 
dissolving our marriage. 
Please give our family privacy 
to grieve this loss. We 
appreciate your good wishes, 
thoughts, and prayers. 

My ministry role is also in 
transition. I am coming to the 
end of my internship at the 
UU Congregation at 
Montclair, my fellowship at 

the Church of the Larger 
Fellowship, completing 
seminary at Meadville 
Lombard Theological School 
and entering into preliminary 
fellowship as a Unitarian 
Universalist Minister. I can’t 
help but look back in wonder 
at what we have done! Your 
faith in me has been a light in 
the times when I couldn’t see 
my way forward. Thank you.  

My Ordination is Saturday, 
May 22, 2021, at Noon, and 
you are all invited to 
celebrate. I graduate from 
Meadville Lombard on May 
16 with my Master of 
Divinity. Both of these events 
are virtual. You are welcome 
to attend. My plan for 
ministry for the next year is 
to start a residency program 
in Atlanta, GA. Let’s keep in 
touch.  

In faith and service,  

Ali K.C.Bell 
Intern Minister  
UU Congregation at Montclair 

I  am currently interning at 
Unitarian Society of 
Germantown and I will be 
graduating seminary on May 
8th with a Master of  Divinity. 
I have one more year of part-
time internship left and I plan 
to meet with the MFC next 
spring. My internship 
experience has been very 
rewarding. I am learning 

about pastoral ministry, 
children's spiritual direction, 
and my personal favorite, 
public witnessing. More 
importantly, interning during 
a pandemic has been 
interesting. I've had to learn 
how to do worship and 
provide spiritual care 
virtually and learn a new 
congregation via Zoom, while 
experiencing my own 
challenges during the 
pandemic. This year has been 
especially difficult for 
everyone, ministers included. 
However, I am thankful for 
the numerous communities 
that I am a part of that have 
helped to sustain me and my 
family. Thank you, First U 
Wilmington for all of your 
love, help and support during 
this time. Thank you to the 
Unitarian Society of 
Germantown for guiding 
ministerial formation and 
teaching me how to balance 
life while being a minister in a 
pandemic.  

 With sincere love, 

Latifah 
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H ow is it possible to 

maintain a sense of community, 

even while we are apart?  For 

over a year now we have 

practiced social distancing to 

mitigate the spread of COVID-

19, including self-quarantining 

in the early months and 

throughout the year.  For many, 

this has been a time of isolation, 

leading to feelings of 

depression and anxiety.  And 

still, we have found ways to be 

together, while apart, and 

support each other.  To assist 

us, we have practiced the Soul 

Matters theme of Resilience – 

the practice of moving from 

“Why did this happen?” and 

“This is not fair” to “What can I 

do now?” and “Look at what’s 

left.”  Church is still open! 

While we could not be together, 

physically, we had a uniquely 

wonderful Flower Communion 

service in June.  Rev. Pam 

spoke amidst a bouquet 

of hand-made paper 

flowers with each of our 

names and showed a slide 

show of photos that 

members contributed of 

themselves with flowers.   

For our annual September 

Ingathering service, Reverend 

Pam Wat invited members of 

the congregation to send 

greetings in the form of photos 

and videos and these were 

shared during the service.  How 

wonderful to see and hear our 

friends – children and adults, 

masked and unmasked – as 

they greeted us to a new church 

year.   

In a year of pandemic and a 

challenging political climate, we 

also gathered several times 

over Zoom as a caring 

community.  Vespers were 

offered by Rev. Pam, Kathy 

Harris and Cindy Cohen on the 

day after the election as a 

respite from the challenges of 

in Beloved Community 

 

“At the foundation of Unitarian Universalism, our seventh 

Principle, the Interdependent Web of existence of which we 

are a part, guides us towards Beloved Community”   

—Nancy Pinson, Winter 2021 Art Gallery on Beloved 

Community 

Previous page: photos sent in for Ingathering 
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the preceding months.  In 

January, in the wake of the 

violence at the Capitol, we 

gathered for ritual and sharing 

with Rev. Tracey Robinson-Harris 

and Rev. Dr. Richard Speck.  We 

then gathered again with Rev. 

Tracey for celebration and 

support as the nation celebrated 

the Inauguration of Joseph Biden 

as our President and Kamala 

Harris as our Vice President, as 

well as to remember the 

thousands who had lost their 

lives to COVID-19. 

S unday mornings, each of us 

who has self-identified in the 

Chat, available through YouTube, 

has been welcomed warmly with 

a personal greeting by one of our 

amazing online Chat Greeters, 

Debbi Zarek, Cindy Cohen, Edris 

Harrell, Richard Speck and Phil 

Krape, as we joined our worship 

services online.  The “chat room” 

became a place for virtual hugs, 

expressions of joy of being 

together, holding each other in 

times of grief, and sharing our 

thoughts about the stories, the 

music, and the messages, filling 

the void of the coffee hour, left 

behind while the physical 

building is closed.  There was 

always someone available from 

the technical support team – 

Paul Pinson, Ray Iannuzzelli, and 

Cinda Crane – to help when 

technical issues arose.  After the 

service, the recording of 

comments was shared with the 

Worship Team by the Chat 

Recorders – Cindy Cohen, Debbi 

Zarek, Richard & Joan Carter, 

Phil Krape, and Linda Sanders – 

helping to provide feedback that 

might normally be shared in the 

receiving line after the service. 

While we were not physically in 

our sanctuary, the changes we 

made in the previous year to add 

flexible seating allowed our 

audio-visual team to turn our 

space into a makeshift recording 

studio.  Ministers and worship 

leaders who spoke from our 

sanctuary were able to engage 

more easily with our online 

congregation using monitors 

that displayed their words, 

allowing them to look directly 

into our eyes.  Over time, we 

were “invited into” the homes of 

worship leaders, with the 

capability to bring stories alive 

using technology. 

O ur Board created “First 

Sundays at First U”, starting in 

November, to bring us together 

using Zoom technology for a 

virtual coffee hour after the 

service.  For each of these 

Sundays, the Board sponsored a 

presentation about a special 

First Unitarian program or 

activity, followed by breakout 

rooms where small, random 

groups of participants spent ten 

to fifteen minutes sharing 

updates on their lives.  Since the 

groups were set up randomly, 

we usually “met” with different 

“I used saturated colors to 

reflect my love of art as a 

whole and the bright spots 

of the world.  The bottom 

portion is more specific; the 

girl looking out into the 

beach is Miss Invincible, 

the nickname I’ve given my 

past self.  She’s in the 

drawing because she’s one 

of the reasons I am who I 

am.”   

—Soren (they/them), 

Youth, Nov. 2020 Art 

Gallery on Deep Listening 
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people each month.  

Presentations included a chance 

to meet our new Music Director, 

Kathy Harris, our temporary 

Minister, Tracey Robinson-

Harris, Native Plant plans for our 

property, the Solar panel project, 

an introduction of our new 

Finance Team, and update on the 

kitchen project. 

Connecting with our visitors 

continued to be important, 

calling for resilience and change 

in our ways of engaging them.  

For those who attended our 

services and provided their 

name and email, we were able to 

add them to our weekly church 

eNews mailings as subscribers.  

From March 2020 through 

March 2021, we had 288 visitors 

join us for Sunday streaming 

service, with over 70% 

continuing to subscribe.  In 

person orientation sessions 

were replaced with one-hour 

Zoom sessions, advertised in 

both the eNews, in the Sunday 

announcements, and mailings to 

the visitor email list.  Hosted by 

Rev. Dr. Richard Speck and 

Marilyn Hyte, the classes 

provided a broad overview of 

our Unitarian Universalist faith, 

our church life, a pictorial 

overview of First Unitarian, and 

an opportunity to ask questions 

and meet other visitors.  These 

sessions were sparsely attended; 

however, several visitors asked 

for one-on-one discussions and 

materials. 

In a year of limited contact, we 

did welcome ten new members 

to the congregation – some who 

had only experienced our church 

through virtual Sunday worship 

services.  One Membership 

Recognition event was 

conducted by Rev. Pam and 

Marilyn Hyte and recorded for 

celebration 

during a Sunday 

service.  A 

second is planned for when Rev. 

Pam returns from her leave.

I n the fifth year, our Soul 

Matters program continued to 

inform worship, religious 

exploration, and small group 

ministry.  Usually in groups of 

ten or fewer, our small group 

ministries offered our members 

and friends a way to find a 

deeper, thoughtful, and spiritual 

way to connect with each other.   

This year our themes were 

based on the question, “How can 

we be a people of…?” Renewal, 

Deep Listening, Healing, 

Stillness, Imagination, Beloved 

Community, Commitment, 

Becoming, Story, and Play.  As 

we did since March 2020, when 

COVID-19 was widespread, we 

met through Zoom sessions, 

continuing this important way of 

connecting with others.  First 

“Sit and simply listen!  Listen with your heart, 

eyes and ears.  What do you perceive, learn, and 

discover?  Is it from inside or outside or larger 

than yourself?  

—Carolyn Ray, Nov. 2021 Art Gallery on Deep 

Listening 
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Unitarian now has six active 

groups with sixty-five 

participants who meet regularly 

once a month. 

Members also met in other small 

group gatherings over Zoom, 

including book groups and the 

Short Story Connection Circle.  

This connection circle, facilitated 

by Helena Miller and Barry 

Marrs, builds supportive 

relationships among people who 

enjoy reading and analyzing 

short stories. Short stories often 

transport us to new realms, but 

usually deal with universal 

issues facing humanity. The 

group meets on the first and 

third Thursday of each month, 

either in person at the church, or 

virtually via Zoom during COVID 

times. They start each session 

with a check-in for sharing 

personal news and feeling. They 

follow a modified Great Books 

process during each meeting, 

with the facilitators asking a 

leading, open-ended question 

about that week’s story, and 

asking participants’ responses to 

be confined to what is contained 

in the story itself. They allow 

time at the end of the meeting 

for participants to share or 

reflect on ideas the story has 

suggested, but which are not 

found in the story itself. 

Membership of the Short Story 

circle hovered around twenty 

during this church year, with an 

average attendance of about 

fourteen. Although a few chose 

not to participate in Zoom 

sessions, they indicated an 

interest in returning when in-

person meetings can resume. 

Since each session focuses on a 

new story, participants can drop 

in and out freely. Regulars 

include one or two people who 

are not First Unitarian members 

and some participants also 

participate in the Soul Matters 

program. 

The group has relied on edited 

anthologies of short stories for 

many years, and are currently 

finishing 100 Years of the Best 

American Short Stories, Lorrie 

Moore and Heidi Pitlor, Eds. 

For those who enjoy 

conversation over a meal, we 

have several Brown Bag 

Fellowship Groups for men and 

women. This year, these groups 

met monthly over lunch time 

using Zoom to maintain 

connection.  Some have added a 

second meeting each month to 

stay in touch during these 

pandemic times. 

“Real You”  

— Alexa, Grade 3, Nov. 2020 Art Gallery on Deep 

Listening 

“I’ve always been fascinated 

with spirals, which to me 

symbolize going inward and 

listening to my inner voice.” 

—Bev Bach, Winter 2021 Art 

Gallery on Renewal 
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C aring for others is at the core 

for First Unitarian Members.   

One such example is the Yarn 

Group.  These knitters and 

crocheters have gathered over 

Zoom throughout the year as they 

created hats and scarves from 

home.  This year they donated 

their yarn creations to the YWCA 

and Sojourners’ Place so that 

those in need could have warmth 

during the winter. 

Lydia Robb, Chair of Pastoral 

Care Associates, shared it is 

Pastoral Care’s mission to serve 

and strengthen our beloved 

community by offering support to 

those in the congregation 

experiencing a difficult time.  

Pastoral Care is a shared ministry 

of the congregation and an 

extension of the Minister’s 

pastoral care role. The past year 

has been challenging both 

because of the pandemic, which 

has meant a lack of in-person 

contact, and  Rev Pam’s, leave of 

absence.  Rev. Tracey, temporary 

minister, and First Unitarian 

“Kathi and I moved to DC.  We sold the Art Studio I’ve had for the 

past 12 years.  I won’t have as much space.  So I discarded much 

of my artwork.  Here is art I condensed.  I deconstructed many of 

my little cardboard sculptures and packed them as efficiently as 

possible.  I’ll leave it this way.  Someday I hope one of my grand-

daughters sits in a room at the National Gallery and reconstructs 

them.  Performance piece.  I call it ‘Latent Art’.  —David Weiss, 

Nov. 2021 Art Gallery on Healing 

 

From the Pastoral Care Associates’ in their own words: 

“Pastoral Care Associates (PCAs) are a part of the ministerial services of our church. As our 

numbers are too large for the senior minister to provide pastoral services to all who may be 

in need of them, the PCAs help fill any gaps and refer to the minister those who require her 

assistance.”  —Giovanni Maiorano 

“What better way to be of service and to live our values than to offer a helping hand to fellow 

congregants when they need it. To me it’s what it means to be in a Church family”.                             

— Dale Megill 

“As a Pastoral Care Associate, I drive people to medical appointments, prepare meals, grocery 

shop.  This I can do.  I will need the same help for myself in the future, and I trust that leading 

by example will encourage at least one other person to step up and ask, ‘what can I 

do?’”         —Jackie Feldman 
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member, Rev. Dr. Richard Speck 

have provided helpful ministerial 

resources for pastoral care 

during most of the past year. 

Maintaining or establishing 

connections with our Church 

members and attendees has been 

a primary focus during fiscal year 

2020-2021.   

Each month on a rotating basis a 

Pastoral Care Associate (PCA) 

receives and follows-up with 

requests from anyone connected 

with First Unitarian Church who 

identifies an individual or family 

in need of support.  PCAs offer a 

listening presence, assistance to 

the extent our resources allow 

and caring follow-up with 

congregants.  PCAs also assist in 

bereavement, compassionate 

listening and emotional support. 

During this past year of 

sheltering-in-place, our contacts 

have been via e-mail, phone or 

greeting cards appropriate to the 

situation. Grocery store gift cards 

have been available instead of the 

donation pantry for those in need 

of food. And the bees produced so 

much honey that some of Doyle 

Dobbins’ UUSC honey has been 

distributed too.  

In addition, each PCA maintains 

regular contact with congregants 

who are homebound, isolated, 

lack access to Internet (so they 

cannot stream services or read 

the weekly on-line E-News), have 

long-term medical difficulties, 

and those who have challenging 

life situations. Our goal is to 

reduce isolation and help 

maintain congregants’ connection 

to our Church community. 

Pastoral Care Associates support 

each other and share information 

at our bi-monthly meetings, this 

year all virtual.  PCAs are bound 

by confidentiality to create a safe 

space for congregants to share 

confidential information.   

This has been a year of great loss 

for First Unitarian as many of our 

beloved members passed away. 

With a heavy heart, we 

announced the sudden and 

unexpected death of Scott Ward 

on Friday, June 5. Scott was our 

beloved Honorary Minister of 

Music, having served this 

congregation for 27 years until 

his retirement in January 2020. 

Scott had been doing well but 

suffered a traumatic fall from 

which he did not survive. Scott is 

remembered for his warmth, 

humor, and musicianship. During 

his ministry at First Unitarian, 

Scott nurtured a great many 

people through heartache and 

illness, and he inspired musicians 

and even non-musicians to shine 

their light fuller than they knew 

was possible. His steady presence 

helped to hold together the 

congregation during various 

transitions over the years. He 

added depth and inspiration to 

worship services, and he deeply 

loved and was loved by the choir. 
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Excuse me, sorry to disturb you.  Hello?  I have a question.  
What are you - exactly? 

Me?  Sorry – I’ve been in a kind of deep sleep – a hibernation you 
might say.  Are you talking to me? 

Yes – you – I was walking by on this snowy Sunday morning 
and wondering . . . what are you? 

Well – I’m a place . . . a building.  A building of many roofs with 
different angles, with small and large spaces along several long 
hallways, with sets of stairs that lead up or down, and doors that 
lead in and out.  It may be interesting to you that recently some 
stairs became ramps and an elevator was added. 

So, you're just a building with doors, hallways, steps, ramps, 
elevators, big rooms and small rooms? 

Well, there is more than that . . .hmm, let’s see . . .  

There’s a big, tall concrete wall, scattered with small blue glass 
squares.  People stand in front of this wall and speak, while others 
sit, listening, watching . . . maybe wondering whom else might be 
watching through those small blue windows. 

There’s a beautiful back lit stained glass angel behind closed doors, 
brought here and restored to acknowledge . . . something . . . maybe 
the past? 

There’s a dramatic carved wooden door that was once an outer 
door, a threshold . . . but now it’s an inside door to converse around 
rather than walk through. 

Okay, interesting . . . so it sounds like you are a building with 
some history - that has gone through some transitions. 

Yes – but there is more . . . 

There are books here - some for reading, some for making music.  
Sometimes, the giant pipes in the largest room sing the most 
beautiful melodies . . . 

There are pictures on the walls, statues, centerpieces . . .these 
things sometimes move and change.  Oh and as you can see, despite 
the snow, I am surrounded by well tended outdoor spaces. 
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Ahh. . .I’m getting a sense that you are a creative place – a 
place of music, art, and gardens – maybe even a library. 

 True – but I’m even more than that! 

 People of all ages gather here in large and small groups. 

Children learning and laughing, 

Youth wondering and questioning, 

Adults greeting and listening. 

Sometimes there are celebrations of joy with food and fun, other 
times there are tears of sorrow, and always there are hugs of 
welcome and comfort. 

The people value each other and stick by their values.  They work 
to build community despite making mistakes as they do.  I have 
watched them strive to accept different beliefs and all kinds of 
people, yet struggle with their own lack of diversity.  When they see 
injustice in the wider community, they try to correct it.  

I have witnessed them build their own theology, inquire positively, 
grow spiritually, govern democratically, serve with grace, welcome 
more enthusiastically, and deepen relationships . . . 

Stop – wait - if all you say is true, why do you slumber this 
Sunday morning? 

It is a little difficult to explain and I am not sure you will believe 
me. 

You may not see them, but they are here right now, on this snowy 
Sunday morning.   Although they are spread out, they are here 
together.  They are close, even while being apart.  They continue to 
care about each other and about me. 

But how can that be?  I don’t see anyone here. 

Because I am more than just a building and they are more than just 
individuals that frequent this space. 

I hold them as they continue to hold each other through a strange 
and difficult time.  I am their container, although their spirit cannot 
be contained - because of their history, because of their mistakes, 
because of their transitions, because of their actions, because of 
their covenant, because of their shared values. . . 

They are a beloved community.  I know this well.   

Do you want to come in?  I promise, they will welcome you!  
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Resiliency of mind and spirit 

may be the most difficult during 

pandemic times.  Our worship 

team, led by Rev. Pam Wat 

through December, and then by 

Rev. Tracey Robinson-Harris, 

temporary minister during Rev. 

Pam’s family leave, have 

inspired us throughout the year 

with thoughtful sermons, 

integrated with stories for all 

ages by Director of Religious 

Exploration, Catherine 

Williamson, and amazing music 

from Music Director Kathy 

Harris and our own choir as 

well as musicians across the 

United States.  In addition, 

many other forms of small 

group activities focusing on 

mind and spirit continued, 

despite the pandemic. 

Our Audiovisual Team played a 

major role in sustaining the 

beloved community during no-

contact virtual life at church.  

During the previous church 

year, the team started a test to 

stream content over YouTube 

to accommodate our church 

community members who were 

no longer able to attend in-

person worship services.  This 

test provided the basic 

framework that became 

necessary to provide virtual 

worship services for the entire 

congregation.  The team 

evolved the virtual worship 

service during the year to 

provide more diverse and 

interesting Sunday services and 

expanded the offerings to 

include virtual memorial 

services, virtual concert venues 

and special events.  In addition 

to broadcasting on YouTube, 

the Ingathering service in 

September was live streamed 

onto Facebook with readings 

and hymns specifically selected 

by the Worship Team that 

would not breach copyright 

in Mind and Spirit 

John Claney of our audiovisual team, 

in action. 

Left: Kathy Harris at the organ 
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Law.  They also experimented 

with streaming  a service on the 

First Unitarian Church website, 

firstuuwilm.org. 

Beginning the church year with 

the theme of “Getting to 

Renewal," we pondered a variety 

of themes, such as, “Restoring 

Balance,” “Vote Love, Defeat 

Hate,” which focused on the UU 

Get Out the Vote efforts, “Voices 

Rising” – an exploration of 

listening to the voices within and 

without, “Voice Still  and Small,” 

“What Our World Needs You to 

Hear,” “The Meaning of Home” 

provided by the Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee, 

“Healing Expectations,” and so 

many more thoughtful and 

provocative ideas. 

Our Christmas Eve family service 

included Rev. Pam playing all the 

roles of the Christmas story. For 

the evening service, members 

sent in photos and short videos of 

themselves lighting candles to 

include in our traditional 

candlelight ceremony while we 

sang Silent Night. 

With Rev. Pam’s need to focus on 

family, we were fortunate to hear 

from a wide variety of ministers:  

Rev. Kimberley Debus; Rev. Dr. 

Michelle Walsh  ; Rev. Andrew 

Weber; Rev. Neal Jones (Main 

Line Unitarian); UUA Staff, UU the 

Vote Team, and President, Rev. 

Susan Frederick-Gray; Rev. 

Danielle Di Bona, Palliative Care 

chaplain at South Shore Hospital 

in Weymouth, MA;  Rev. Tracey 

Robinson-Harris, temporary 

minister; and, from UUSC,  Rev. 

Mary Katherine Morn and Rev. 

Laura Randall, Affiliate 

Community Minister in Sherborn, 

MA. 

Worship Associates continued 

to be resilient during this most 

unusual year.  Supporting 

streaming services throughout 

the year, the Worship Associates 

contributed to the weekly 

services, shifting how that 

occurred.  The group is 

comprised of lay volunteers who 

contribute to the planning and 

delivery of worship services 

throughout the year, meeting 

monthly with the minister via 

Zoom.  In addition to providing 

service elements, Worship 

Associates also developed entire 

services and delivered sermons 

touching upon varied themes, 

ranging from Pagan origins of the 

Christmas story to seeking 

comfort during these difficult 

times by changing our outlook. 

http://firstuuwilm.org/
http://firstuuwilm.org/
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Traditionally Worship 

Associates collaborated with 

Rev. Pam or guest ministers to 

build the worship service.  With 

streaming services, the 

collaboration has expanded to 

include the AV team, and in 

January the collaboration circle 

widened to include Rev. 

Robinson-Harris, our 

temporary minister.  The 

Worship Associates coordinate 

recording of service elements 

with the AV team, both 

recording or streaming live 

from the church or submitting 

content recorded from their 

homes. Though the way church 

services are delivered to the 

congregation has changed, the 

Worship Associates happily 

committed to continued 

support of the minister and the 

service throughout the changes. 

Music is alive and well at First 

Unitarian, though it is 

happening in different formats, 

mostly pre-recorded and 

engineered by the wonderful 

Audiovisual Team.   

First Unitarian Choir meetings 

have continued throughout the 

year via Zoom on Thursday 

evenings, generously hosted by 

Richard Speck.  A combination 

of checking in and rehearsing to 

prepare virtual choir videos has 

provided support for members 

and the ability to continue to 

share music with each other 

and the congregation.  We’ve 

learned to approach making 

music in new ways, tackling 

technological challenges along 

the way, and stretching our 

boundaries.    

The search for a new Music 

Director began in June 2020, 

which culminated in hiring 

Kathy Harris, who assumed the 

post in October.  Kathy joined 

the Thursday meetings and 

worked together with Richard 

Speck to create more than a 

dozen choir videos for use in 

Sunday services and memorial 

services.   

Pre-service music on Christmas 
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Eve was provided by members 

of the Wilmington String 

Ensemble.  The Michael Foster 

Project played New Orleans 

Jazz for the final Sunday in 

2020. Pianist Rashawn King 

performed Chopin for the ILYA 

service in February.  Other 

guest artists have included 

pianist, Linda Henderson,  bass 

Martin Hargrove, organist 

Bruce Barber and vibraphone 

player Harry Price with his 

quartet playing music by Miles 

Davis. 

Many musically inclined 

members of First Unitarian 

have shared their talents during 

virtual services, including Anne 

Turner, Cindy Cohen, Rebecca 

Fisher, Susan Ryan, George 

Huhn, Seth Hammonds, Lori 

and Jim Weddell, Sara Barlow, 

Leah Orchinik, and more.   

The choir presented a special 

music service on Sunday, May 

23rd, taking Rumi’s poem, 

“Where Everything is Music” as 

inspiration.  The program 

featured performances by 

Concert and Chamber Choirs, 

the Women’s Trio, as well as 

guest artists including Linda 

Henderson and Martin 

Hargrove. 

Crucial support for music 

events at First Unitarian Church 

is continually provided through 

the Counterpoint Society.  In 

December, Linda Henderson, 

Martin Hargrove and Kathy 

Harris performed a pre-

recorded holiday concert to 

kick-off the Counterpoint 

fundraising drive, which was 

streamed on Zoom, allowing 

audience members to share the 

experience. 

A Coffee House was originally 

scheduled for early spring 2020 

but was cancelled when Scott 

Ward retired and again by the 

pandemic.  Seth Hammonds, 

Marian Sargeant, and Jim 

Weddell persisted and 

organized a virtual Coffee 

House on Saturday, October 24, 

2020.  All segments were 

prerecorded and posted to an 

internet site Seth set up.  Seth 

also strung all the segments 

together and set up the Zoom 

show.  Acts were: 

• Lori Weddell - video of Star 

Island conference center off 

Portsmouth, NH 

• Linda Sanders - rendition of 

Cinderella with consonant 

swapping 

• Leah Orchinik on piano with 

daughter singing and 

dancing 

• Replay of “Triplets” by Jan 

Shay, Rebecca Fisher, Jim 

Weddell, and Scott Ward 

from March 2019 

• Susan Ryan on flute plus 

harp and cello, "Arran Boat 

“I find stillness and peace in nature. The aspen leaves are still 

and not chattering in the wind….” —Lori Weddell, Nov. 2020 Art 

Gallery on Stillness. 

“This is a red squirrel busily collecting walnuts for the winter.  It 

runs back and forth between its nesting area and the walnut tree  

many times a day…It is hard and dangerous work getting ready for 

the next season.” —Barry Marrs, Nov. 2020 Art Gallery on Renewal 
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Song” 

• Seth Hammonds on guitar 

• Ray Iannuzzelli with Elvis 

impersonation of “Blue 

Christmas” 

• Richard Speck on ukulele 

• Sarah Barlow – song 

• Music by FishCastle duo Cyril 

Everett Caster and Catherine 

Braik Selin  

• Marian Sargeant - stand-up 

comedy 

• Meghan Mercier - dream 

interpretation comedy 

Our Art Gallery moved online 

this year, still focusing on our 

Soul Matters Themes.  The 

gallery provides a means of 

artistic expression of 

individuals’ experiences with 

the themes through painting, 

drawing, writing,  and 

photography.  The goals of the 

program are to inspire 

creativity among our members, 

to present an expanded 

perception of religion, church, 

and spirituality, and to 

appreciate and support our 

artists.   During the year, twenty 

members were inspired to show 

their creations.  Examples of 

member art and their theme-

inspired messages are included 

throughout the annual report. 

Our Yoga classes met in 2020 in 

the Brunner Chapel until March 

9th with an average attendance of 

fifteen participants per session. 

When the church building closed 

due to COVID-19, the group had 

mixed feelings about continuing 

using Zoom, feeling it would be 

difficult to replicate on Zoom the 

kind of personal attention that 

they had in the actual class. 

Instead, Rich Collins, the 

instructor, provided the 

members with several YouTube 

video links for practicing yoga at 

home. Members look forward to 

the program resuming as soon as 

the church re-opens. 

The Open-Heart Meditation 

Group offered a weekly practice 

and bi-monthly half-day retreat 

on a virtual platform during the 

pandemic period. The warm, 

safe, peaceful, and tranquil 

environment was an oasis for all 

practitioners during this 

challenging time. More 

meditators joined the group 

when the practice was moved to 

avirtual platform. With more 

regulars coming to the weekly 

practice, the group encouraged 

regular practitioners to share the 

responsibility of leading the 

weekly practice. This peer lead 

atmosphere provided a great 

opportunity for practitioners to 

serve and grow. Peer leading 

format also strengthened group 

cohesion and cultivated a caring, 

loving, and supportive 

community in times of 

adversity.     

Desert Messenger 

 

There it was 

Like some ancient hieroglyphic stone 

Marking my path 

Hieroglyphics (holy writings) 

I’m sure they were 

But these by worms on wood 

Rather than by men on stone 

Working without chisels 

They left their mysterious marks 

Apparently for me 

 

And what did I see? 

Life in the green leaf 

Death in the white wood 

Eternity in the earth beyond 

Life even in the face of death 

Hope springing eternally from the 

earth 

 

Messages even from worms 

Now gone 

Open your eyes that you may see 

Open your ears that you may hear 

Live so that you too 

May be a messenger 

 

August 13, 1984 

 

—Chad Tolman, Oct. 2020 Art 

Gallery on Renewal 
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Our church Library fosters 

interaction and provides 

resources in our practice of 

Unitarian Universalism, while the 

Archive preserves our church 

history and memorabilia. 

Together, Archive and Library 

facilitate awareness, connection, 

and continuity, linking our 

congregation’s past to our 

journey forward.   

 
 John G. MacKinnon Memorial 

Library 

In late 2019, the Board made the 

decision to use the first-floor 

library room as additional rental 

space for First Unitarian’s 

preschool tenant Educational 

Enrichment Center (EEC). 

Packing and moving of the 

Library to its new shared space in 

the Music Room began just as the 

pandemic mostly closed church 

in March 2020. Business Manager 

Marina VanRenssen coordinated 

scheduling for volunteers and 

staff to work safely alone or 

several together, to pack and 

move books, supplies, shelving, 

and equipment. The first-floor 

room and storage closets were 

completely emptied by the start 

of this fiscal year. 
 

Jim Weddell and Richard Speck 

reorganized the music room and 

music closet to accommodate 

dual use with the Library. 

Building Coordinator Ernie Congo 

managed the moving of heavy 

boxes and furnishings, along with 

cleaning and prep of the spaces, 

with custodial staff Cecil 

Williams, Mohamed Konate and 

Lenell Laws. Joan and Rich Carter, 

Cinda Crane, and Lauren Nolan 

worked on packing through the 

end of the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 

Erik Goodlett dismantled the 

bookshelves. Judy Windle 

remotely coordinated planning 

and packing for the move and 

researched and ordered the new 

shelving for children’s books to 

fit under the upstairs windows.  
 

Continuing in this fiscal year, Erik 

Goodlett patched and painted 

walls in the music/library room, 

reconfigured, assembled and 

installed 58 feet of new and old 

bookshelves in the main space 

and closet workspace, shifted the 

placement of music bracket 

shelving, and made a worktop for 

the library computer. An 

electrician installed a new outlet 

and ethernet cable for the 

workspace. During the summer, 

Renee and Charlie Anderson 

unpacked books onto the shelves 

in Dewey Decimal order. The 

Carters also located and 

unpacked books and files. Randy 

Windle assembled the new 

mobile typewriter table and 

installed additional RAM and 

updates for cataloging software 

and Microsoft on the library 

“I love a stack of unread books, a variety of worlds of 

imagination awaiting discovery” —Edris Harrell, 

Winter 2021 Gallery on Imagination. 

“I feel a stillness on a summer night—a touch of mystery: profuse 

cosmos reaching up to a hazy moon.  Cosmos connecting with the 

cosmos.” - Eleanore Morrow, Nov. 2020 Art Gallery on Stillness 
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computer.  
 

While the pandemic allowed the 

reinstallation of the library to 

extend through all this past year, 

it also slowed our regular 

cataloging and maintenance of 

library collections. With vaccines 

becoming available, we expect to 

finish setting up the library 

workspace and stacks and be 

ready to welcome library users 

whenever church reopens. 

Several new titles have been 

donated by Renee Anderson, 

Jackie Feldman, and Hans 

Francke, and some cataloging has 

been done at home by Judy 

Windle, to be completed when 

routine workdays resume.  

First Unitarian Church Archive 

Joan and Rich Carter continued 

with Archive work during the 

year, organizing storage and 

entering details about the 

collections into our Archive 

Database Catalog. In addition to 

space in Room 25, Archive also 

maintains storage areas in the 

church office section, and the 

Carters consolidated building 

plans and papers there to 

facilitate their use by our 

Building Coordinator and 

Building and Grounds team.  

 
Our Library and Archive team 

has also initiated a project to 

convert decades of old audio and 

videotapes of Sunday services to 

digital files stored on an external 

hard drive. After reviewing 

quotes, we selected OK Video, in 

Brandywine Hundred, to do this 

work for us at a discounted rate 

and over an extended period as 

our budget allows. Judy Windle 

has entered details of Sunday 

services into the searchable 

Archive Database, with reference 

to the First Unitarian website 

Sermon Archive (digital files 

from about 2008 to present), and 

to incomplete lists of other tapes, 

paper transcripts and orders of 

service. Our inventory of audio 

and videotapes will continue as 

we select tapes for conversion to 

digital.  

We appreciate the work of so 

many volunteers and staff in this 

past year of challenges and 

changes, as well as the ongoing 

interest of members and friends 

in the Library and its new home. 

We also welcome First 

Unitarian’s new Music Director 

Kathy Harris, as Music and 

Library begin to coordinate and 

support each other in this bright 

new shared space.  
 
Our Library and Archive Team 

remains committed to serving 

our congregation by preserving 

and sharing the history of our 

church, and by supporting our 

practice of Unitarian 

Universalism using the library 

and its resources. They hope to 

encourage a new enthusiasm for 

the second floor as a place of 

contemplation, creativity and 

interaction fostered by the 

Library and Music room, the 

hallway Art Gallery and church 

history displays, in a vibrant mix 

of activity.  

 

“At times I make comfort 

birds, smooth, that fit in 

your hand…They appear out 

of a rectangular block of 

wood, 2x2x5 inches. With a 

bandsaw, I cut the rough 

shape and with carving 

tools and sandpaper, work 

until I have an acceptable 

bird, which is then 

varnished.  The scraps from 

the sawing process can be 

made into flat silhouettes.  

These I stained in different 

colors, and voila, a collage. 

Waste is a relative concept; 

these scraps are reborn as 

birds. 

- Hans Francke, Oct 2020 Art 

Gallery on Renewal. 
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Children & Youth Religious 
Exploration (CYRE) 

 

The Children and Youth 

Religious Exploration program 

offered a variety of ways for 

families, children, and youth to 

engage with their Unitarian 

Universalist faith this year. 

First Unitarian Church 

members were encouraged to 

bring their Unitarian 

Universalism into their homes. 

Ways to find, purchase, or 

make a chalice are available on 

the CYRE website. Each week a 

Chalice Ritual is posted to the 

CYRE Website. Generally, the 

Chalice Rituals are tied to the 

worship service, the monthly 

theme, or the season. Other 

activities are often included on 

the website as well. These 

include activities for children 

to do during the worship 

service. For example, when 

Rev. Tracey Robinson-Harris 

preached about borders, 

children were encouraged to 

build a border, or wall, during 

the worship service. Then, after 

the service, families were 

encouraged to discuss how 

borders separate and hurt 

people, animals, and the earth. 

Each person was encouraged to 

think of one way to help knock 

down a border. Then they 

could knock down the wall 

they built. Videos, books, 

articles, and crafts are also 

posted for families to explore 

topics discussed during the 

worship service. 

This year the Unitarian 

Universalist holiday, Chalica, 

was presented to the 

congregation. A mailing was sent 

to all families with children and 

youth that included an 

explanation of Chalica and 

materials to make a Chalica 

packet. Clay, Advent Chain 

materials, and other materials 

were also included. The clay 

could be used for Chalica or to 

make Unitarian Universalist 

symbols to decorate a menorah 

or Christmas tree. 

The Explorers (6th - 8th 

graders) met every other 

Sunday this year. The first half of 

the church year they explored 

Unitarian Universalist beliefs 

and principles through episodes 

of the Twilight Zone. During the 

second half of the church year, 

we extended the meeting time 

by a half hour. This provided 

more time for the Explorers to 

socialize and play games in 

addition to exploring 

environmentalism through 

award winning Simpsons 

episodes. 

The Youth Group also met 

Children & Youth Religious Exploration Vision 
 
Our children and youth affirm their identity as members 
of the Unitarian Universalist faith community, embrace 
their evolving spirituality, and practice Unitarian 
Universalist values in all facets of their lives. 

 
Mission 
It is our mission to provide Religious Exploration 
programs which promote an understanding of how to 
live Unitarian Universalist principles and values, 
grounded in our sources. 
 
CYRE Team : Addie Asay, Holly Feldheim Pust, Ruth 
Fleury-Steiner, Jacquee Lukawski, and Catherine 
Williamson Director of Religious Exploration 

mailto:addiepa@yahoo.com
mailto:rfs@udel.edu
mailto:rfs@udel.edu
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every other Sunday throughout 

the year. Meetings consisted of 

Worship, Learning, and Fun. 

Each meeting began with 

worship including lighting a 

chalice, music, a reading, check 

in, and other spiritual elements. 

The learning portion of their 

time together included 

participating in the UUA Be the 

Change! program. Be the 

Change! gives Unitarian 

Universalist youth a starting 

place for discussions about the 

role of race, identity, and 

justice in living out their faith. 

The original program is 

intended for meeting in person 

and is six sessions. Catherine 

Williamson, Director of 

Religious Exploration, rewrote 

the sessions for ten virtual 

meetings. Additionally, the 

youth spent time delving into 

the meaning of covenanting for 

Unitarian Universalists and 

creating a covenant. Fun 

consisted of playing a variety of 

games including Kahoots, 

Among Us, and Quiplash. 

Additionally, during the winter 

holidays the youth invited 

recent high school graduates to 

join them for a virtual murder 

mystery called Fruitcake, 

Mistletoe, and Murder! 

Youth held a social action 

projects day where they made 

no sew blankets for the A.I. 

DuPont Children’s Hospital and 

Literacy Packets for Love Letters 

for Literacy. Additionally, the 

youth group spent an afternoon 

cleaning up Centre Meeting 

Road.  

Four youth planned and 

participated in a virtual Bridging 

Ceremony this spring. They met 

on Zoom to choose different 

elements of the worship service 

including creating a poem and 

planning to share their gratitude 

and thanks with the 

congregation.  

The Youth Planning Team 

included: 

• Youth Leaders: Elise Harrell 

and Hayden Laster. 

• Fun and Bonding: Leo Claney.  

• Fundraising and Social 

Justice: Nicole McGhee and 

Soren Shahan  

• Secretary: Rose Geist  

• Youth Advisors: Jon Claney, 

Becky Laster, and Catherine 

Williamson 

“It feels calm looking at the sunrise and watching the sun come 

up from dawn to morning, just imagining anything that comes 

up into your mind.”  - Nora, Age 7, Winter Art Gallery on 

“Imagination” 
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F irst Unitarian Church has 
three official Social Justice Task 
Forces that represent our 
current interests and strengths 
in social action, and through 
which we are learning about 
the unmet needs in our 
community and beyond: 
environmental justice, human 
rights, and First Unitarian’s 
longstanding direct service 
project, Independent Living for 
Young Adults.  

The Task Forces have 
committed to: 

• working both within and 
beyond the congregation 

• making intentional efforts 
to connect with a diverse set 
of partners within the larger 
community 

• keeping racial justice in the 
center of their work 

• emphasizing the importance 
of spiritual practice to social 
justice work. 

All three task forces are 
welcoming new volunteers. To 
learn about meetings and 

opportunities to become 
involved, speak with or email 
any member of a leadership 
team. Contact information is 
available on the First Unitarian 
Church website: 
www.firstuuwilm.org. 

In addition to these task forces, 
other social service or social 
justice activities are ongoing 
within the church, such as 
serving the Emmanuel Dining 
Room, the Yarn Group, and 
doing legislative work with the 
Unitarian Universalist 
Delaware Advocacy Network. 

 

Environmental Justice Task 
Force 

A s with other groups at 

First Unitarian, the 

Environmental Justice Task 

Force (EJTF) was resilient in 

adjusting their plans for 2021, 

once the COVID pandemic 

settled in.  Plans made during 

the spring of 2020 for an 

outdoor movie, a scavenger 

hunt at the DuPont 

Environmental Education 

Center, and a hike at the C & D 

Canal were postponed as First 

Unitarian established protocols 

for meeting safely, erring on the 

side of safety - even outdoors.  

Although meetings with our 

partner, Southbridge Civic 

Association, were cancelled, a 

bright spot was masking up and 

taking lunch to the young 

Southbridge residents being 

trained with Delaware Nature 

Society to be Trail Ambassadors 

at the new South Wilmington 

Wetland Park. You can read 

about the project at https://

stories.opengov.com/

wilmingtonde/published/

yE5g0n3LJ.  Participants shared 

what they were learning and 

talked about the projects they 

were creating.   In the Fall, 

many task force members 

attended a workday in 

Southbridge to help with 

in Loving Action 

“Looking at blank white paper and all of the bottles of 

brilliant colors lined up in front of me, I am awed by the 

possibilities.  As the ink flows, my imagination sees 

images take shape.  Beautiful pinkish clouds and vibrant 

green grasslands. What a wonder the mind is when you 

let it be free.” - Stephanie Cloud, Winter 2021 Art Gallery 

on “Imagination.” 

Opposite: David Weiss at a Black Lives Matter 

rally on Ocracoke Island 

http://www.firstuuwilm.org
https://stories.opengov.com/wilmingtonde/published/yE5g0n3LJ
https://stories.opengov.com/wilmingtonde/published/yE5g0n3LJ
https://stories.opengov.com/wilmingtonde/published/yE5g0n3LJ
https://stories.opengov.com/wilmingtonde/published/yE5g0n3LJ


30 

cleaning up the streets of 

Southbridge, planting native 

plants and installing a little 

library in Barbara Hicks Park.  

They also had a chance to listen 

to presentations by the Trail 

Ambassadors about their 

completed projects. 

Several of the members of the 

team were inspired by the 2020 

UUA General Assembly Ware 

Lecturer, Naomi Klein, and her 

New York Times best-seller book 

On Fire, the (Burning) Case for the 

Green New Deal. Per amazon.com, 

“For more than twenty years, 

Naomi Klein has been the 

foremost chronicler of the 

economic war waged on both 

people and planet—and an 

unapologetic champion of a 

sweeping environmental agenda 

with justice at its center.”  Read 

more about Ms. Klein and her 

work at https://naomiklein.org/.   

Starting in the Fall, the EJTF 

shared monthly goals and actions 

in the E-news as well as 

convening a Zoom book 

discussion on The Future We 

Choose: Surviving the Climate 

Crisis by architects of the 2015 

Paris agreement, Christiana 

Figueres and Tom Rivett-Carnac. 

The book opens with a look at the 

world we are creating followed 

by a contrasting future we must 

create. 

First Unitarian members and 

friends were encouraged to 

address environmental concerns 

personally through the following 

challenges: 

• Reduce the air pollution you 

create by burning less, using a 

fuel-efficient car, driving less, 

mowing less and considering 

a plant-based diet.  Other 

suggestions could be found at 

Actions You Can Take to 

Reduce Air Pollution.   

• Encourage your family, 

friends, colleagues, and 

neighbors to vote at the 

November elections. To make 

a global difference, we need to 

enact policies that place more 

value on the environment and 

less value on making money 

for corporations. 

• Engage with some of the 

actions and mindsets 

presented in The Future We 

The mission of the Environmental Justice Task Force is moving the planet to a sustainable 

future. At present, this includes support for local agriculture and farmer’s markets such as 

Bright Spot Gardens; mitigation of environmental effects of climate change on Wilmington 

neighborhoods such as Southbridge; providing education on vegetarian and vegan eating 

practices through regular pot-luck dinners; and supporting actions to educate about 

climate change, including but not limited to forums, community outreach, and public 

witness.  

“Becoming one with nature is a 

deep form of renewal.”  - Joan 

Leof, Nov 2020 Art Gallery on 

Renewal. 

https://naomiklein.org/
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/reducepollution.html?utm_source=September+11%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_campaign=September+11%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_medium=email
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/reducepollution.html?utm_source=September+11%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_campaign=September+11%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_medium=email
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Choose, starting with Action 

1: Let Go of the Old World.  

The EJTF invited all to 

watch David Attenborough's 

new work, A Life on Our 

Planet, available on Netflix.  

• Join the Solar Team, 

investigating the 

possibilities for installing 

solar panels on the 

education wing roof. 

• Watch the YouTube video, 

How to Grow a Forest in 

Your Backyard" and 

consider ideas for a corner 

of the church property or 

your yard. 

• Join the Native Plant, Tree 

Planting project to enhance 

our church property. 

The Solar Team, with the 

support of the Environmental 

Justice members, the Board, 

and the Executive Team are 

thoughtfully developing a plan 

for a First Unitarian Church 

solar project. The installation of 

solar panels is planned for the 

roof of the newer Religious 

Education wing (scheduled to 

be replaced this spring). The 

size of the project depends on 

both the number of panels that 

the roof will accommodate and 

the amount of support that it 

receives from the congregation. 

So far, First Unitarian has 

commitments that support 

getting 38 panels out of a 

possible 70. We are committed 

to not putting any additional 

burden on the church 

financially. Learn more about 

the project in the slide 

presentation the team shared at 

the March Coffee Hour. 

(https://firstuuwilm.org/

wordcms/wp-content/

uploads/2021/03/solar-mar-7-

final.pdf) 

There will be a vote on the 

project at the annual meeting 

and all are welcome to join the 

group of supporters. Donations 

for panels are $500 dollars 

each, though no money will be 

collected until after the 

congregation votes for the 

installation at the annual 

meeting.  For additional 

questions, contact Bill Hardham 

bhardham@comcast.net or 

Renee Anderson 

reneejeann@verizon.net . 

The Native Plant Project, 

under the leadership of Nancy 

Flanagan, has the following 

goals:  

• Make our 7th Principle more 

visible – “Respect for the 

interdependent web of all 

existence of which we are a 

part”.  

• Preserve the quality of our 

three acres and do good for 

the environment.  

• Affirm our Green Sanctuary 

status.   

The team's hope is to add to the 

vibrancy of the First Unitarian 

outdoor sanctuary along 

Whitby Drive, welcome people, 

plants, and animals, increase 

the green screen and decrease 

road noise.  The plan is to add 

to the edges of the property 

while preserving the center 

lawn for future gatherings and 

potential expansions.   

“Purple Coneflowers”  

  - Nancy Pinson 

https://www.netflix.com/title/80216393?utm_source=November+6%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_campaign=November+6%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_medium=email
https://www.netflix.com/title/80216393?utm_source=November+6%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_campaign=November+6%2C+2020+Enews+First+Unitarian+Church&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjUsobGWhs8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjUsobGWhs8&feature=youtu.be
https://firstuuwilm.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/solar-mar-7-final.pdf
https://firstuuwilm.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/solar-mar-7-final.pdf
https://firstuuwilm.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/solar-mar-7-final.pdf
https://firstuuwilm.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/solar-mar-7-final.pdf
mailto:bhardham@comcast.net
mailto:reneejeann@verizon.net
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Native plants that have grown 

easily in Delaware for hundreds 

of years, thrive with little 

watering and support ten to 

fifty times as many native 

species of wildlife as plants 

introduced from other 

continents.  They support the 

ecosystem by cleaning water, 

controlling floods and pests, 

attracting pollinators and 

providing homes for beneficial 

insects, birds and animals.   

The team has consulted 

with a landscape architect 

and received a list of 

suggested plants and trees.  

Next steps include 

developing a plan and 

involving the congregation, 

from children to adults.  

Ultimately, the goal is to 

become certified as Sacred 

GroundsTM by the National 

Wildlife Federation.  Sacred 

Grounds™ is a National 

Wildlife Federation 

program that recognizes 

congregations, houses of 

worship, and faith communities 

who both create wildlife habitat 

and actively link faith practices 

and caring for the environment 

(https://www.nwf.org/

sacredgrounds).   

Volunteers have already begun 

the process by picking up 

planting kits for growing Purple 

Cone flowers at home.  They 

will bring the plants to First 

Unitarian in September 2021 

when planting of trees, shrubs 

and flowers will begin.  Others 

may contribute native plants or 

funds to purchase plants, as 

well.  In addition, the team 

prepared a Scavenger Hunt on 

the church grounds for families 

to find plants, water, and places 

to build nests, using the 

National Wildlife Federation’s 

Garden Certification 

Walkthrough Checklist.   

All are encouraged to read 

Nature’s Best Hope: A New 

Approach to Conservation That 

Starts in Your Yard by Douglas 

W. Tallamy, Professor of 

Entomology and Wildlife 

Ecology at the University of 

Delaware. 

Join us as we move into the 

future we choose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The sunrise sings its song. The 

pastel palette of the sky is 

reflected in the flowing, glowing 

water.  When I enter the deep 

silence, I can hear nature with 

my eyes.”  - Linda Sanders , 

Nov. 2020 Art Gallery on 

Stillness. 

https://www.nwf.org/sacredgrounds
https://www.nwf.org/sacredgrounds
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Independent Living for Young 
Adults (ILYA)  

I n its sixteenth year as a church 

social action program, 

Independent Living for Young 

Adults (ILYA), had to rethink its 

activities to support youth who, 

at age 18,  had aged out of the 

Delaware foster care system. 

ILYA attempts to augment the 

basic services offered to these 

youth by the Division of Family 

Services, Delaware’s child 

protective agency, by creating 

some services that our families 

often provided us, services that 

might make the youth feel more 

valued, less abandoned, and 

supported. This program is one 

way First Unitarian honors the 

inherent worth and dignity of 

every person and helps others to 

feel safe, accepted, and loved.  

Pizza Graduation Party  

To comply with the restrictions 

imposed this past year related to 

the COVID-19 virus, activities 

previously carried out in person 

had to be re-envisioned online.  

Our annual Pizza Graduation 

Party celebrates youth who have 

been in foster care and have 

graduated, an especially 

commendable achievement and 

one which ILYA enthusiastically 

acknowledges.  It was decided, in 

consultation with the Division of 

Family Services, that an in-person 

version would not happen. 

Reservations at a local pizza 

establishment were cancelled, 

replaced by giving each 

graduate a pizza gift certificate 

and an online program 

through Zoom in July. Filled 

backpacks were, as usual, 

distributed to the graduates 

and, thanks to our ambitious 

ILYA team member, Jessica 

Farris, who ran a GoFundMe-like 

event at her workplace, funds 

were raised to provide each 

graduating youth with a laptop, 

now a necessary device, 

especially with COVID, for 

pursuing a post-secondary 

education. ILYA is still receiving 

praises months later from the 

youth and their social workers 

for these devices. Thank you, 

Jessica and her co-workers at the 

AMWINS Group, a specialty 

insurance provider. Thank you 

also to Jessica, Deborah Griffin, 

Lois Morris, and their team for 

pulling the event together.  

 

 
The mission of Independent Living for Young Adults (ILYA) is to support young 

people aging out of foster care in building successful independent lives. Specific 

goals are to: prevent homelessness for young people aging out of foster care; 

reinforce the value of continued education with emotional and practical support; 

facilitate furnishing a first apartment according to the preferences of the young 

person; recognize and celebrate holidays, birthdays and milestones with the 

young person; and promote a sense of self-worth by demonstrating interest and 

caring. 
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Student Care Packages Project  

The ILYA team recruited enough 

volunteers to provide packages 

throughout the school year and 

birthday wishes to those students 

who had been in foster care and 

who were engaged in a post-

secondary program, usually in 

college/university, although 

those in a vocational program or 

the military also qualify. Led by 

Deb Griffin and assisted by 

Pauline Koch, thirteen volunteers 

have been sending out packages 

throughout this past school year 

to students at the University of 

Delaware, Delaware State 

University, Delaware Technical 

and Community College, Goldey-

Beacom College, Widener 

University, College of Mount Saint 

Vincent, and the Dawn Career 

Center.  

Several of our volunteers 

believe they could benefit by 

having more knowledge about 

the foster care system and the 

kind of experiences these 

youth have had. Accordingly, 

plans are being made to offer a 

chance this summer for church 

members to learn more about 

the program and, upon 

deciding to become a mentor, 

be offered some training that 

they might find helpful. We will 

also be encouraging church 

members to find a friend(s) 

with whom they can co-

mentor. This year’s student 

care package volunteers include 

Karen Berrie, Jessica Farris, Hans 

Francke, Deborah Griffin, Nancy 

Iannuzelli, Beth Kopicki, Julia 

Neikirk, Crystal Oswald, Marchia 

Rattigan, Kathie Stamm, Ann 

Tolman, Debbi Zarek, and 

Barbara Crowell.  

Holiday Giving Project  

Traditionally, Church members 

search for gifts or toys from lists 

provided by social workers and 

bring them to church.  Members 

of the ILYA team wrap the gifts, 

purchase any items not selected 

with funds donated by our 

generous church members, 

and deliver them to the social 

workers to distribute to the 

youth. This year, because of the 

pandemic, gift cards were 

purchased with funds donated 

by the congregation – 128 

members and 15 friends of First 

Unitarian - instead of the 

individual gifts to each youth, 

despite the challenges of raising 

funds and economic hardships. 

Thirty-nine young adults and ten 

of their children received gift 

cards. There is strong support for 

ILYA in our congregation! Judging 

by the number of thank-you 

notes we received from the youth 

afterwards, the gift cards were a 

big hit!  

Furniture/Household Goods 

Project  

Our Furniture/Household Goods 

project has been severely 

impacted by the closing of the 

Thrift Center operated by 

Catholic Charities due to the 

pandemic. An arrangement 

between ILYA and the Thrift 

Center, worked out in past years 

by J. Harry Feldman, allowed our 

members to donate furniture and 

household goods to the Thrift 

Center in exchange for our youth 

being able to select items from 

the Thrift Center inventory. After 

the closing of the Thrift Center 

and until his withdrawal from the 
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program because of family issues, 

Erik Goodlett valiantly met the 

need of some youth for furniture 

for their new apartments. 

Furniture of our beloved Marge 

Meyermann, for example, after 

being temporarily stored in our 

parish hall, was enthusiastically 

received by several lucky youth. 

Since then, we have tried, on a 

limited basis, to match an offering 

of furniture from a church 

member with a youth who needs 

such an item but are hoping that 

it will not be long before the 

Thrift Center reopens. In addition 

to Erik, thanks to Carolyn Gibson, 

Sue Hodges, and Kathie Stamm 

for their help on this project. 

ILYA is currently looking for 

others to assist with coordinating 

furniture matches with youth 

needs, as well as exploring a 

relationship with Kendal and 

Cokesbury communities as 

another way to meet some of the 

needs of the youth.  

New Apartment Kits  

It is a financial burden for the 

youth to set up a first apartment 

with the basics of housekeeping 

like dish towels, wash cloths, 

towels, hangers, sponges, 

household cleanser, paper towels, 

etc. and, most surprisingly to the 

youth, toilet paper.  The New 

Apartment Kit team, staffed by 

Stephanie Cloud, Sue Hodges, and 

Cathy Cambridge, put together 

kits containing many of these 

items gathered in a laundry 

basket and delivered to the 

youth. Requests for these kits 

come most frequently at the end 

of the school year and throughout 

the summer as the youth were 

aging out of foster care and 

moving into new apartments or 

into college dorms, but the 

requests can come during other 

times of the year as well.  

Emergency Grants/Loans  

From time to time, unexpected 

obstacles occur that prevent 

youth from moving forward – just 

as happens for many of us. Our 

youth who have aged out of foster 

care have no family on whom 

they can call or fall back on to 

help them through a temporary 

emergency or crisis. Sometimes 

just a few hundred dollars in an 

emergency can make the 

difference in assisting them to get 

out of a dangerous living 

situation into a safer home, to 

“ When we listen deeply to our own  hearts, we have the 

opportunity to open our hearts and blossom like a beautiful 

flower.  Mandalas remind me of a unique blossom that has 

opened to reveal it’s light and beauty.”  

—Dale Megill, Nov. 2021 Art Gallery on “Deep Listening” 

“I’m a frequent daydreamer and this painting is based on 
my hobbies and aspirations: singing and songwriting, 
fashion design and sewing, painting and novel writing.” 
—Jacquee  Lukawski,, Winter Art Gallery on Imagination 
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avoid having to drop out of 

school, to allow them to pay 

the application fee for a 

program to further their 

education, or to fix the car 

that just broke down so that 

they do not lose the job that 

is allowing them to stay in 

school.  

When the youth’s 

circumstances have been 

confirmed by their social 

worker and a form is completed 

explaining the youth’s budget and 

anticipated expenses, ILYA 

assesses whether to provide at 

least one-half of the needed 

funds, encouraging the youth to 

find the remaining sums on their 

own. Pauline Koch and Barbara 

Crowell along with Rev. Pam or 

Dale Stratton, both representing 

the church’s Executive Team, 

review the applications. Upon 

approval, the appropriate 

provider, such as, the new 

landlord, the car repair shop, or 

the institution to which the youth 

is applying are paid directly by 

the First Unitarian administration 

team of Marina VanRenssen and 

Chrissy McCullin. This past year 

ILYA approved four requests: one 

for an emergency transportation 

need and three for security 

deposits.  

Educational Support  

First Unitarian member, 

Charlotte Grabau, is a tutor to 

youth in a variety of subjects. 

Because of COVID, getting 

together in person for tutoring 

this past year was not possible 

but DFS and the independent 

living coordinators who contract 

with DFS have indicated once the 

threat of COVID subsides, more 

requests for tutoring will be 

forthcoming.  Church members 

who are comfortable teaching or 

believe they might help on this 

project should notify the ILYA 

team.  

New Baby Supplies  

While ILYA does not encourage 

pregnancy in these young adults, 

occasionally it happens. As with 

other ILYA activities this past 

year, no baby showers were held 

in person but with donations 

from a young mother’s group in 

Brandywine Hundred, ILYA, 

under the leadership of Crystal 

Oswald, assisted by Vanessa 

McClafferty, provided new baby 

supplies for three young mothers.  

 

Administration  

Lois Morris, ILYA Team leader, 

stepped down from leading ILYA 

in January 2021. The team has 

missed her and her dedicated and 

creative leadership but realizes 

that she has earned a well-

deserved break.  In the interim, 

Barbara Crowell has assumed 

leadership.  A new structure was 

implemented to allow better 

sharing of each team member’s 

skills and expertise across ILYA’s 

various activities and to provide a 

team to support each project. 

Every three months, Zoom 

meetings were held with the 

whole ILYA team and 

representatives of the three non-

profit agencies with which DFS 

contracts to provide social 

services to the youth who have 

aged out of foster care. In 

between these Quarterly 

Meetings, the ILYA Leadership 

Team has been meeting on Zoom 
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biweekly to carry out the detailed 

planning and coordination of the 

ILYA projects.  

Vanessa McClafferty and Donna 

Fair have put ILYA on social 

media. Be sure to “like” ILYA on 

Facebook (https://

www.facebook.com/

ILYAVolunteer) and Twitter.  The 

ILYA page on the church’s 

website is underway.  Valerie 

Woodruff Noel recently joined 

the ILYA team to help with the 

ENews articles and create the 

new ILYA brochure. Julia Neikirk 

along with Marina and Chrissy in 

the church office keep ILYA’s 

finances in good accounting 

order. Dale Stratton has been a 

phenomenal liaison from the ET 

and is a huge cheerleader for 

ILYA.  

Helen Foss led a retreat of the 

whole ILYA team in April to 

clarify ILYA’s mission and to 

assess the new leadership 

structure. We hope to explore 

ways of better engaging church 

members and expanding ILYA’s 

services to more youth statewide.  

 

Human Rights Task Force 
(HRTF) 

W e demonstrated our 

resilience by continuing our 

strong commitment to 

awareness of racism and 

advocacy for racial justice 

throughout the pandemic.  In 

summer 2020, when the 

nation was shocked by images 

of present-day racism, we re-

installed our Black Lives 

Matter banner, and some 

valiant First Unitarian 

members attended the in-

person Black Lives Matter 

rally (with masks) while 

others stayed home for a 

virtual event facilitated by the 

Mitchell Center for African 

American Heritage and hosted 

by the Delaware Historical 

Society.  We continued our 

strong support of the YWCA 

racial awareness program 

with some First Unitarian 

members facilitating Zoom-

based book groups (White 

Fragility and How To Be an 

Anti-Racist), and others 

facilitating another round of 

Racial Dialogues.   First 

Unitarian also engaged with 

and discussed the YWCA’s  

“21-Day Racial Equity 

Challenge.”  In 2021, many 

First Unitarian members 

attended the YWCA “White 

 

The Human Rights Task 

Force will advance the 

cause of human 

rights—expressed in 

many forms and for the 

benefit of all—in 

harmony with the 

principles of Unitarian 

Universalism. 

Recognizing that racial 

justice has been our 

congregational focus in 

recent years, the 

Human Rights Task 

Force will seek to build 

on this work, but also to 

engage with those who 

have other agendas and 

goals within the larger 

movement for human 

rights. These may 

include LGBTQ rights, 

women’s rights, the 

rights of refugees and 

immigrants, religious 

freedom, support for 

Black Lives Matter and 

the Coalition to 

Dismantle the New Jim 

Crow, economic justice, 

and other human rights 

challenges.  

https://www.facebook.com/ILYAVolunteer
https://www.facebook.com/ILYAVolunteer
https://www.facebook.com/ILYAVolunteer
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Ally” groups to continue to 

deepen our understanding of 

our work as white allies in 

racial justice. 

We demonstrated our 

resilience through action by 

writing postcards to encourage 

traditionally disenfranchised 

citizens to exercise their right 

to vote.  Unitarian Universalist 

Delaware Advocacy Network 

(UUDAN) engaged First 

Unitarian, the other 4 Unitarian 

Universalist congregations in 

Delaware, and over 20 partner 

organizations in the UU the 

VOTE initiative.  UU the Vote 

partnered with Reclaim Our 

Vote to obtain postcards, 

addresses, and scripts from the 

NAACP to encourage voting in 

southern states.  We sent 

postcards to legal voters in 

Florida, South Carolina, Texas, 

and Georgia - often to those 

who were purged from voter 

registration lists.  Over 70 First 

Unitarian members, family and 

friends coordinated volunteer 

lists, organized the addresses, 

counted postcards, 

sent emails to 

volunteers, delivered 

materials, and wrote 

postcard, after 

postcard, after 

postcard.  The entire 

Delaware UU the 

Vote initiative, 

including Unitarian 

Universalist 

volunteers and our partners 

wrote 30,700 postcards for the 

general election in November 

and 16,000 postcards for the 

Georgia U. S.` Senate run-off 

elections in January.  And we all 

know the outcome of these 

elections!  

The successful postcard 

campaign has increased First 
Unitarian’s involvement with 

UUDAN’s local legislative 
initiatives.  UUDAN brings 

together the five Delaware 
congregations to make sure our 

Unitarian Universalist values 
are represented during the 
local legislative session.  This 

spring we have been advocating 
for economic justice, criminal 

justice, and gun control.  First 
Unitarian also continues our 

support for the Delaware 
chapter of American Promise, 

an organization working to 
overturn Citizen’s United and 
get money out of politics. 



39 

 

Delaware Coalition to Dismantle 
the New Jim Crow (partnership) 

T he Coalition board met 

monthly via Zoom and 

coordinates with other groups to 

offer programs on antiracism 

including the recent series of 

workshops offered by the YWCA 

on antiracism  

Other Community Connections 

T he First Unitarian Church 

Emmanuel Dining Room (EDR) 

efforts continued all through 

2020 and 2021, despite the 

Coronavirus continuing its hold 

on us all throughout the year.  

Our volunteer needs have been 

streamlined down to a single 

household who prepares the 

casseroles, rather than a team, 

thanks to the virus, and another 

individual who delivers the 

food to EDR. We also are not 

serving the food at Emmanuel 

Dining Room, as they have 

changed their format to be 

“takeaway” only, and no one is 

permitted in the building 

except the EDR staff. They 

accept our food monthly and 

prepare it and serve it 

themselves. We are 

exceedingly grateful that the 

program has been able to 

continue during the year of 

COVID, thanks to their staff. We 

continue to provide our 

Chicken Shepherd’s Pie 

casseroles, along with canned 

fruit and cookies.  

The special collection for EDR 

this year was held during the 

Christmas Eve services, and we 

received more than our usual 

share of donations. Instead of 

the typical collection of about 

$2,000, we brought in over 

$4,000 this year. Because of our 

congregation’s generosity, we 

were able to give $1,000 of this 

money directly to EDR to help 

them offset their additional costs 

due to COVID (e.g., takeout 

containers, masks, plasticware, 

etc.).   

We once again offer thanks and 

gratitude to everyone at First 
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Unitarian who helps support our 

Emmanuel Dining Room 

program. We spoke with ReeNee 

LaFate, Program Manager, at EDR 

recently, and learned that the 

staff has remained healthy and 

COVID-free, and they continue to 

send their love to us, and we to 

them. We continue to be in this 

together, and together we are 

stronger. 

I n 2020, the House Pin Team 

donated $600 to the YWCA Home 

Life Management Center, adding 

to the $28,200 donated since 

1997.  The YWCA Home Life 

Management Center provides 

transitional housing to homeless 

families. The goal of the program 

is to help these families obtain 

permanent employment and 

stable housing.  While the team 

could not be together to make 

jewelry this year, the members 

stay in touch with one another 

and look forward to gathering 

again to make and sell jewelry to 

benefit the YWCA soon. 

 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist 
Connections 

L oving action in partnership 
with the Unitarian 
Universalist Association and 
affiliated organizations 
continued as a priority at First 
Unitarian during this year. 

 

Delmarva Cluster 

S everal cluster events, such 

as our booths at the Delmarva 

Pride Festival and annual 

Beach Day, did not take place 

this year because of COVID-19 

stay at home order.  However, 

the Delmarva Cluster did have 

a successful and well attended 

virtual workshop titled On Our 

Way to Beloved Community on 

November 21st.  A variety of 

topics were included with 

expert panelists from across 

the UU Central East Region and 

beyond: 

• Racial Injustice 

programming—Panelists 

Paula Cole Jones and Rev. 

Kimberly Johnson 

• Immigration - local and 

nationwide —Panelists Rev. 

Sunshine Wolfe and Erika 

Gutierrez 

• What affects visitors and new 

members in the new Virtual 

world —Panelists Rev. 

Hannah Capaldi and Tanner 

Linden 

• The “inviting” process from 

first visit to leadership 

positions —Panelists Rev. 

Renee Ruchotzke and Rev. 

Linda Olson Peebles.   

The workshop was recorded 

and is still available for viewing.  

Participants from First 

Unitarian felt that our First 

Unitarian End, “Gain new 

perspectives and grow as 

informed, spiritual human 

beings,” was especially realized. 

 

Unitarian 

Universalist 

Service 

Committee  

 

E ach year the local First 

Unitarian team works to 

support the Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee 

as it addresses difficult human 

rights issues around the world.  

During this past year, the local 

team did not meet in person 

because of the pandemic.  
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Consequently, we streamlined 

our work and activity and 

communicated by email and 

text to maintain our efforts to 

support UUSC to the degree 

possible.   UUSC’s work is based 

on our Unitarian Universalist 

principles, especially the 

inherent worth and dignity of 

every person.  Team members 

include  Doyle Dobbins - chair, 

Beverley Baxter, Carol Scott, 

Renee Anderson, Steve Marek, 

Jackie Feldman, and Donna 

Gonzales.   

The following are our activities 

and programs: 

Guest At Your Table (GAYT) 

The Guest-At-Your-Table UUSC 

Program for all ages took place 

the six weeks prior to 

Thanksgiving.  Our kick-off this 

year was on 10/18/2020, and 

our wrap-up was on 

11/22/2020.  This Program has 

two basic goals:  

• To educate our members 
about the world-wide work 
of UUSC  

• To promote giving to support 
the work and programs in 
over twenty different 
countries, including the 
refugee and climate change 
issues along the U. S. 
southern border.   

These goals were achieved by:  

• Announcing our GAYT kick-
off and giving the 
Stewardship Moment for the 
10/18/20 virtual worship 
service,  

• Writing weekly articles for 
E-News and two E-Blast 
articles for church-wide 
distribution,  

• Sending an informational 
letter, donation envelope, 
brochure, and UUSC 
calendar to all members, 
and answering the question, 
“Why do we support UUSC?” 

• Promoting the sale of 150 
pounds of Doyle’s donated 

honey with all proceeds 
($1,500) going to support 
UUSC,    

• Arranging our virtual 
worship service for 
11/22/20 as a pre-recorded 
GAYT service with Laura 
Randall, who is on staff at 
UUSC, as our guest speaker—
it was the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving.   

• Encouraging people to 
generously give online at 
www.uusc.org,  whenever it 
would be convenient for 
them to do so.    

Justice Sunday 

We celebrated Justice Sunday 

http://www.uusc.org
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on March 14, 2021, including a 

“share-the-plate offering” in 

support of UUSC.  Because of 

COVID-19, Justice Sunday 

featured a pre-recorded sermon 

and materials from UUSC staff 

as well as information from 

Doyle Dobbins and the 

Stewardship Moment by 

Beverley Baxter.   

UUSC Coffee Project 

Support for the Fair-Trade 

Equal Exchange/UUSC Coffee 

Project and its sale of products 

was sustained throughout the 

year to the degree possible 

during the pandemic.  Thanks 

to Steve Marek and family, the 

Project has survived despite the 

pandemic.  This project has 

continued for over twenty 

years, and enables UUSC to 

support, small indigenous 

farmers, via grants. 

Humanitarian Crises   

Members were notified via E-
News and encouraged to 

support UUSC’s efforts to 
address humanitarian crises, 

such as the violence and coup in 
Burma/Myanmar.   

 

UUA General Assembly 
 

 

G eneral 

Assembly (GA) 

is the annual meeting of our 

Unitarian Universalist 

Association (UUA).  Participants 

worship, witness, learn, 

connect, and make policy for 

the Association through the 

democratic process.  The 2020 

GA in June, “Rooted, Inspired, & 

Ready!” was a 100% virtual 

event, as it will be again in 

2021.  With this theme, GA 

called for solidarity with 

Indigenous communities, 

supported defunding police, 

and formalized human rights 

investment screens.  More than 

4,900 registered attendees 

participated from remote 

locations around the world, 

surpassing attendance at all but 

the 2003 Boston and 2007 

Portland, Oregon General 

Assemblies.  The Service of the 

Living Tradition, Synergy 

Bridging Worship and Sunday 

Morning Worship were all 

available to the public.  First 

Unitarian included the 

streamed Sunday Morning 

Worship for our Sunday service.  

For a summary and links to 

more details, click on this link: 

https://www.uuworld.org/

articles/general-assembly-2020

-summary.   

 First Unitarian remote 
delegates to the 2020 GA were 
Cinda Crane, Latifah Griffin, 
Paula Maiorano, Nancy Pinson, 
Paul Pinson, Richard Speck, and 
Tracy Spinka-Doms.   

Screen shot shows the interactive 

web portal  (www.uuworld.org 

article) 

https://www.uuworld.org/articles/general-assembly-2020-summary
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/general-assembly-2020-summary
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/general-assembly-2020-summary
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“This religious community exists by its mission as a fire exists by burning. But a 
fire cannot burn without fuel. And it is the time, the energy, the imagination, the 
vision, the creativity, the compassion, the love, and the financial support of the 
members and friends of this community that fuels our mission to nurture and 
sustain a welcoming, inclusive, and diverse liberal religious community that 
transforms lives and serves the world. 

Your support—the free and generous support of each and every member and 

friend of this community—is what fuels this community and its mission and, 

without your support, the flame of justice, community, and love cannot burn 

brightly to warm ourselves and be a beacon in a world threatened by 

division and fear.” 

- John Saxon, Unitarian Universalist Minister 

Thank you to our members and friends for your ongoing 

support which sustains our congregation and this faith. 

through Generosity 
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“Sufficiency: The Surprising Truth—When you let go of trying to get more of what you 

don’t really need, it frees up oceans of energy to make a difference with what you 

have.  When you make a difference with what you have, it expands.” 

—Lynne Twist in “The Soul of Money—Transforming Your relationship with 

Money and Life” 

As of March 31, 2021 

I n v e s t m e n t s  A n d  F i x e d  A s s e t s  

N e t  A s s e t s  ( U n r e s t r i c t e d )  

$  3 6 6 , 1 9 6  

N e t  A s s e t s  ( R e s t r i c t e d )  

$ 1 , 7 3 3 , 4 3 4  

C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n  F u n d  

$  1 1 9 , 9 4 5  

T o t a l  N e t  A s s e t s :  

$ 2 , 2 1 9 , 5 7 5  
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First Unitarian members, visitors and friends made the following contributions  for 

fiscal year 2020-21 to date. 

Delaware Alliance against Sexual Violence  $762 

Emmanuel Dining Room $4,761 

Independent Living for Young Adults: 

 Special offering  $2,900 

 Backpack Graduation donations $3,100 

 Holiday project  $7,725 

Murray Grove $252 

NAMI $717 

Peace Week DE $1,020 

Planned Parenthood of DE $6,517 

Urban Bike Project $939 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC):  

 Coffee Project Sales $1,552 

 Guest at Your Table  (including honey sales) $7,155 

 Monthly gifts and humanitarian crisis relief $1,045 

YWCA 

 House pin sales donations $600 

 Cash donations $964 

  

Total donations through First Unitarian Society $40,009 

 

Direct contributions by First Unitarian Members: 

UUSC: donated gifts of stock, pledges, special fundraisers, online $19,169 

GIFTS TO OUR COMMUNITY 
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Rev. Pamela Wat, Senior Minister 

Reverend Tracey Robinson-Harris, Temporary Minister 

Katherine Harris, Music Director 

Catherine Williamson, Director of Religious Exploration 

Marina VanRenssen, Business Manager 

Chrissy McCullin, Congregational Administrator 

Ernie Congo, Building Coordinator 

Cecil Williams,  Night Custodian 

Mohamed Konate, Weekend Custodian 

 

Reverend Pamela 
Wat, Senior  

Minister 

Linda Sanders 
Lay Member at 

Large 

Marina VanRenssen 
Business Manager 

Dale Stratton, 

Lay Member at 

Large 

O U R  E X E C U T I V E  T E A M  



1 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

2 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations 

3 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to 
spiritual growth in our congregations 

4 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 

5 The right of conscience and the use of the 
democratic process within our congregations and in 
society at large 

6 The goal of world community, with peace, liberty, 

and justice for all 

7 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence 

of  which we are a part 
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730 Halstead Road, Wilmington, DE 19803  

302-478-2384   

www.firstuuwilm.org 

www.facebook.com/firstuuwilm     

firstuuwilm  

@firstuuwilm  

http://www.firstuuwilm.org
http://www.facebook.com/firstuuwilm
http://www.twitter.com/firstuuwilm
http://www.instagram.com/firstuuwilm

