
SCR 16 – From American Promise Delaware 

Sample message/email: 

SCR 16 has been introduced in the Delaware General Assembly. This resolution calls on our US 

Congressional delegation to support a Constitutional amendment that would overturn the Supreme 

Court’s 2010 Citizens United v FEC decision, which opened the floodgates to Big Money in our elections. 

National polls show broad, bi-partisan support for such an amendment, with 75% of voters in favor (66% 

of Republicans; 85% of Democrats). 

The current campaign finance system incentivizes legislators to pass laws that benefit their wealthy 

donors (“pay-to-play crony capitalism”), resulting in the worst wealth inequality since the Gilded Age. To 

win the money game, our US legislators spend up to 50% of their time dialing for dollars.  

This corrupt system undermines the foundations of our Democracy, stifling productive political debate, 

inhibiting qualified candidates for political office, and obstructing pragmatic, lasting solutions on any 

issue.  Moreover, when businesses compete by buying political influence, they damage the real drivers 

of American innovation, competitiveness, and long-term prosperity. 

We urge you to vote in favor of SCR 16 and to enlist your colleagues – Republican and Democrat – to do 

likewise. Show your voters that you stand ready to ratify an amendment that would re-establish the 

democratic ideal of a government “of the people, by the people, and for the people.” 

More Information/Talking Points 

 SCR 16 has been introduced in the Delaware General Assembly. This resolution calls on our US 

Congressional delegation to support a Constitutional amendment that would overturn Citizens 

United and related Supreme Court rulings. The resolution indicates that Delaware is ready to 

ratify such an amendment. 

 We are seeking broad-based, bipartisan support for SCR 16 in the General Assembly.  Most 

Democratic legislators support this resolution; however, only one Republican – primary sponsor 

Rep. Mike Smith – is on record as being in support, even though 66% of Republican voters 

support an amendment.  We encourage all DE residents, but especially those whose legislators 

are Republican, to contact their representatives and senators to urge them to vote for SCR 16. 

 If SCR 16 passes, Delaware will join 21 other states (in addition to more than 800 local 

governments) that have formally called for a Constitutional amendment to get Big Money out of 

our elections. This is the kind of citizen engagement and movement growth needed to win a 

Constitutional amendment. 

 

Background: 

 The Supreme Court’s 2010 decision in Citizens United v FEC opened the floodgates to Big Money 

in our elections. As a result, the price tag for national elections has increased from $5.3 billion in 

2008 to a whopping $14 billion in 2020.  According to OpenSecrets.org, just 1.4% of our citizens 

contributed 76% of the total donations in 2020.   

 Our representatives are incentivized to pass laws to benefit their wealthy donors (“pay-to-play 

crony capitalism”), from tax breaks to weakened regulations, from corporate subsidies to 

privatization of public lands and services. Policies that most of us support, such as lower drug 
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costs and a higher minimum wage, are not enacted because of the undue influence of moneyed 

special interests. This has resulted in the worst wealth inequality since the Gilded Age. 

According to the Federal Reserve, the bottom 50% of US households owned 2% of the nation’s 

household wealth during the third quarter of 2020, while the top 10% owned 70%. 

 The current campaign finance system leads to concentrations of power that undermine the 

foundations of our Democracy, stifling productive political debate, inhibiting qualified 

candidates for political office, and obstructing pragmatic, lasting solutions on any issue.  

Moreover, a strong economy relies on companies competing on the basis of the value they 

create in the marketplace. When businesses compete by buying political influence, they damage 

the real drivers of American innovation, competitiveness, and long-term prosperity. 

 Americans are waking up to the threat posed by our current pay-to-play campaign finance 

system (“legalized bribery”). Polls indicate that 75% of our citizens, including 66% of Republicans 

and 85% of Democrats, are in favor of an amendment to overturn Citizens United.  Citizens of all 

political persuasions understand that unlimited campaign spending denies us the democratic 

ideal of a government “of the people, by the people, and for the people.” 
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