
FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF WILMINGTON 

Conversations that Matter…Matter Here 
Join us in our own First Unitarian Church StoryCorps Project! 

The Great Thanksgiving Listen 

 

If you heard the sermon from last 
Sunday’s service, you may have heard 
my recommendation that we 
understand our “reopening”—not just 
as a regathering in our buildings—but 
also as a “reopening to one another” 
and a “reopening” to those in our 
wider community of Wilmington. 

I am suggesting that a very practical way for us to do that is to involve 
ourselves in the national project being promoted by the Fetzer Institute and 
StoryCorps, called the “Great Thanksgiving Listen” (even beyond 
Thanksgiving!). 

This packet includes all the tools you need: 

1. Recommendations for a successful interview 
2. Great Questions 
3. Great Thanksgiving Listen Placemat with questions to prompt 

discussions (to use on your Holiday table). 
4. Information for those who want to use the StoryCorps recording tool. 

Can we say about ourselves “conversations that matter—matter here” 

If you are planning to participate in this practice over then next few 
months, please let Rev. Larry know by emailing him at 
larry@firstuuwilm.org by November 21st.  Put “StoryCorps” in the subject 
line. 

Rev. Larry will send you updates and opportunities for gathering online or 
inside over the next few months—to share and to celebrate. 

mailto:larry@firstuuwilm.org
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RECIPES FOR SUCCESS ON INTERVIEW DAY

INTERVIEW DAY

Now that you know how to use StoryCorps Connect and/or the App, and how to write great titles, 
summaries, and keywords, you’re almost ready to record! Prepare your questions and read through 
the checklist below before the big day so that you know what to expect.

Both the App and StoryCorps Connect have a built-in timer. Additionally, the App has 
a question selection tool. We encourage you to use your completed Interview Planning 
Worksheet as a guide during your conversation.

Prepare your questions in advance, but be ready to ask follow-up questions and go “off 
script” if you hear something interesting.

If recording remotely using StoryCorps Connect, set up the session and send an invite 
email to your interview partner. They will be prompted to create a StoryCorps Archive 
account before joining the session.

Try to find a quiet place to conduct your interview.

Ask your partner for permission to record them before you start. If you or your partner 
prefer not to share your recording with the StoryCorps Archive, consider recording with 
a digital recorder, over the phone, or via a different online video platform.

Begin your recording by introducing yourself, and ask your partner to introduce themselves. 
State the location, date, and year where and when you are conducting the interview (e.g., 
Today is November 24, 2020, and we are in Grandpa’s living room in Detroit, MI.).

If you are recording on the App, at the end of the recording, you will be prompted to take a 
picture with your partner. If you prefer, you can take a picture of an old photograph of your 
partner or a piece of paper with the interview date on it. If you are recording on StoryCorps 
Connect, we take five pictures during the interview sessions. After you submit your interview, 
you’ll be able to delete any of these you don’t like and/or upload additional photos.

Pro Tip: If you are using your phone to record an interview via the StoryCorps App, put it in 

airplane mode and close any other apps you may have open.

INTERVIEW PRIVACY SETTINGS & CONSENT TO BE RECORDED

After your interview, discuss these privacy setting options with your partner:

Everyone: Your interview and related information are available to anyone on the web.

Archive Users: Your interview and related information are available to anyone with an 
account on the StoryCorps Archive.

Only You: Your interview and related information are private.
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Pro Tip: If you record via another device or platform and still wish to share the interview with 
the StoryCorps Archive, check out our Help Center for step-by-step guidance on manually 
uploading audio files.

For students who publish: After uploading, visit archive.storycorps.org and log in to your 
account from a desktop or your mobile device. You can edit your title, summary, and 
keywords and email your teacher a link to the interview.

For students who choose not to use StoryCorps Connect or the StoryCorps App: If you 
decide to record using different technology, email your teacher with the interview duration 
and provide a sample title, summary, and keywords.

Remember to thank your recording partner and send them a link to your published 
interview and/or the final audio file.

Pro Tip: You are welcome to conduct as many interviews as you like.

Pro Tip: If you change your mind after recording, you can remove your interview from public view 
by logging in to your account at archive.storycorps.org and changing your setting to private.

QUESTIONS

STORYCORPS THANKS YOU FOR MAKING HISTORY WITH US! 

If you have questions, please visit our Help Center at support.storycorps.org. You will 
find the answers to most of your questions there.

If you have any trouble, email us at contactus@storycorps.org. You will receive a 
receipt for your email that you can provide to your teacher while you wait for us to 
respond promptly.
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GREAT QUESTIONS FOR ANYONE

• Tell me about one of the most important people in 
your life.

• Tell me about the person who has had the 
greatest influence on your life. What lessons did 
they teach you?

• Who has been the kindest to you and why?

• Share some important lessons you’ve learned in life.

• Share some of your earliest childhood memories.

• Are there any funny stories people tell about you 
from when you were growing up?

• What have you accomplished so far—personally and 
professionally—that makes you proudest? Why?

• Tell me how you would like people to remember you.

• Would you be willing to share a happy or sad 
memory with me?

• Thinking about future generations, and knowing 
that they may hear this recording, is there wisdom 
or advice you would like to share with them?

FAMILY HERITAGE

• Tell me about some traditions that have been 
passed down through our family. When and how 
did they get started?

• Are there any classic family jokes, stories, or songs 
you can share with me?

• What do you see as our family’s legacy?

• Where were our ancestors born? If they moved to 
the United States, when did they arrive?

•  What are some of the jobs/careers held by past 
generations in our family?

• Of all the family members you have either known 
or heard stories about, who do you think lived the 
most interesting life? Why?

• What are your favorite family holidays, and why?

GRANDPARENTS

• Tell me about your parents.

• Tell me about your grandparents.

• Where did you grow up, and what was your 
childhood like?

• Share with me the story of how you and 
grandma/grandpa met.

• Tell me about when you found out you were 
going to be a mother/father.

• What was my mother/father like when she/he 
was growing up? Do you have any favorite stories 
about her/him?

• Do you remember any songs you sang to her/
him when she/he was a baby? Can you sing any 
for me now?

GROWING UP & SCHOOL

• Tell me about where you grew up and what your 
childhood was like.

• Did you like going to school? Why/why not?

• What are your most vivid memories of school?

• Tell me about a teacher or other adult that 
impacted your life while you were growing up.

• What did you do during the summer when you 
were off from school?

• What jobs did you have when you were a teenager? 
What did you do with the money you earned?

• If you could go back and relive your teenage 
years, would you? Why/why not?

• Did you have a nickname? What was it, and how 
did you get it? Does anyone still call you by that 
nickname?

• Has your life been different from what you 
imagined as a teenager?

GREAT QUESTIONS LIST
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LOVE & RELATIONSHIPS

• Tell me about the love of your life.

• How did you meet your wife/husband/partner?

• Describe your first date with your husband/wife/
partner.

• Describe your marriage proposal.

• Tell me about your wedding day. Did it go as you 
imagined?

• Where did you spend your honeymoon?

• What have you learned from your wife/husband/
partner?

• Tell me about your happiest moments together. 

WORKING

• What job do you currently hold, and what jobs 
have you held in the past?

• How did you find your way to your current job/
career?

• Thinking of the jobs you’ve held, is there one that 
stands out as your favorite?

• When you were younger, what did you imagine 
your job would be?

• What lessons has working taught you?
• If you could choose any career, what would you 

pick? Why?

ELECTIONS & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

• How do you feel affected by the current election?

• What elections stand out in your mind, and why?

• What was it like to vote for the first time?

• Has there ever been a time in your life when you 
wanted to vote, but were not able to? What was 
that like?

• What issues do you consider when choosing a 
candidate?

• What advice would you give to a first-time voter?

• What does civic participation mean to you?

• Has a changing role in your community, job, or 
home ever affected your civic participation?

• Over the years, have you changed your opinion 
about any major political issues? If so, which 
issues and why?

MILITARY SERVICE

• When were you in the military? Which branch did 
you serve in?

• What motivated you to join the military?

• Tell me about basic training. Were you prepared 
for military life? What were you unprepared for?

• Describe your daily life while in the service.

• What is the most difficult part of being in the military?

• Did you serve in a war zone? When and where?

• What lessons did your service teach you that you 
still carry with you?

• Describe your transition from military to civilian 
life. Was it easy or difficult? Why?

• If given the opportunity, would you serve in the 
military again? Why?

RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY

• When you were growing up, what role did 
religion/spirituality play in your life?

• What does religion/spirituality mean to you, and 
what role does it play in your life today?

• Have you ever had a profound religious/spiritual 
experience? Will you tell me about it?

• What important lessons have your religious/
spiritual beliefs taught you? Will you share them 
with me?

• Do you have any favorite religious holidays? 
What do they mean to you?
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COVID-19-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS

• What has it been like for you to live through this 
pandemic?  

• How has this experience made you feel?  

• Are you afraid? What frightens you?  

• What has given you comfort and hope during 
this time?

• What has been the most challenging part of this 
experience?

• How is this experience different from other 
historical events you’ve lived through?

• Do you or have you had COVID-19? What was that 
experience like for you?

• What memory of this time do you think will stay 
with you?

• Has this experience changed you? If so, how?

• What lessons have you learned from living through 
this pandemic?  

• Is there anything you want to say to me given 
what we’re living through at this moment?

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BLACK LIVES MATTER 
PROTESTS

• What have been your thoughts and feelings as 
you’ve watched (and/or participated in) the Black 
Lives Matter demonstrations this year? 

• What lesson(s) do you hope our country can take 
from this moment?

• What has been hardest for you at this time?

• What are your hopes for the future of this country?

• What are your dreams for me?

QUESTIONS ABOUT SEGREGATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS

• Do you have any stories about how segregation 
was for your family or you? How, if at all, has the 
ending of segregation changed your life?

• Do you have any stories that can help me 
understand any personal reaction you had to an 
incident of prejudice?

• Can you talk about how your family or you 
participated in the Civil Rights movement?

• How, if at all, has the Civil Rights Movement 
affected you personally?

• Can you talk about any barriers your parents or 
you have faced in education, housing, health, 
work, entertainment, shopping, or otherwise?

• If your family has not always been able to vote, what 
were the circumstances that kept them from voting?

• Do you have any stories about how things have 
changed for the better? Or any stories that show 
how things have not changed?
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