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END #2: At First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, 
people of all ages gain new perspectives and grow as informed, 
spiritual human beings. 
 
Our interpretation of this End is unchanged from previous years. 
Almost all of the programs at First Unitarian Church apply to all of the Ends. We focus in this 
report on the programs that primarily accomplish this End. 
 

Children and Youth Religious Exploration  
In the 2021/2022 church year, First Unitarian Church of Wilmington has 42 children and youth 
registered. We continued in pandemic mode, holding all activities online, including CYRE, 
through the end of August, 2021. We returned to worship and CYRE activities in the building in 
September 2021 and have adjusted online during the month of January.  
 
Children and Youth are broken into the following groups: 
Newborns - 6th graders met outside during nice weather, moved indoors in November, and then 
moved to virtual programming in January. The focus of religious exploration for our children is 
on fun and reconnection. Each week includes Unitarian Universalist rituals as well as stories 
and discussions focused on our Principles and Sources. If CYRE is held indoors, we also use 
Room 28. Drop off begins at 10:15 a.m. with religious education beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
Families pick up their children by 11:45 a.m. 
 
Pre-Kindergarten - 6th graders (and all ages) are welcome to attend the virtual worship service. 
 
Coming of Age meets every other week in the building.   Coming of Age (7th - 9th graders) meets 
every other Sunday. The group met virtually until January when they moved to virtual meetings. 
We hope to have a primitive camping trip and solo vigil in the spring. Coming of Agers will 
present their credos to the congregation in the spring as well. 
 
Youth Group: 9th - 12th grades meet every other week in the building. They are participating in 
the Wellsprings Youth/Young Adult Sources program. They enjoyed gathering for a Winter 
Holiday Celebration and held a successful bake sale. The youth hope to participate in a Social 
Justice trip this summer. 
 
 

Adult Religious Growth and Learning  
Due to the pandemic, many adult activities have moved online. A few groups meet in the 
building, but most are meeting over Zoom as of the end of 2021.  
 
Adult RE & Community Outreach: “LifeStream @First Unitarian Wilmington” 
 
Rev. Larry held a “Poetry as a tool for Wellness” program in November and December 2021.  
Beginning in January 2022, a series of multiple platform workshops, retreats and classes that 
are intentionally aiming to serve our own congregation members & friends as well as reach out 



to the larger community are being launched. Nancy Pinson, Paul Pinson, and Janet Tillman are 
serving on this “LifeStream” advisory team.  
 
These programs will incorporate what we are already planning and adding to it. These plans 
include:  

● A Spiritual Retreat: Spiritual Practices of UU’s with Revs. Rob Hardies and Larry Peers 
● Book groups on The Sum of Us presented by HRTF 
●  A service and post-service presentation by Sharon Moore, author of  Kaleidoscope: 

Journey of the Sharecroppers' Granddaughter on February 28, 2022.  
● “Poetry as a Tool of Wellness” with Larry Peers (daytime series) 
● Workshop on Compassionate Conversations with Rev. Larry Peers 
● Workshop on Climate Emergency and Religion (not the final title) with Rev. Alison 

Cornish 
 
Our series of Soul Matters Groups & Connection Circles continue and include: 
 
This year we have virtual Soul Matters and Connection circle groups who meet over Zoom. The 
2021-2022 Soul Matters topics are: 
September: Embracing Possibility 
October: Cultivating Relationship 
November: Holding History 
December: Opening to Joy 
January: Living with Intention 
February: Widening the Circle 
March: Renewing Faith 
April: Awakening 
May: Nurturing Beauty 
June: Celebrating Blessings 
 
Soul matters groups meet regularly. The schedule is:  
1st Mondays 1:30 - 3 p.m. - GROUP ONLY OPEN FOR MARIS GROVE RESIDENTS 
Maris Grove - Redwood Theater 
Facilitator: Nancy Pinson 
 
1st Tuesdays 7 - 9 p.m. Feminine Spirituality (Max of 10) THIS GROUP IS FULL- PLEASE 
CHOOSE ANOTHER GROUP 
Brunner Chapel; zoom available and when church building closed 
Coordinator/Facilitator: Sandy Shipman and Donna Curtis 
 
3rd Tuesdays 2 - 3:30 p.m. 
Room 30; zoom available and when church building closed 
Facilitator: rotates among members of the group; Coordinator: Renee Anderson 
 
4th Mondays 6 - 8 p.m.  
Room 30; zoom available and when church building closed 
Facilitator: Diane Postell 
 
2nd Mondays 8-9 p.m.  
Room 27 and Zoom 
Facilitator: rotates among members of the group; Coordinator Jacquee Lukawski 
 

mailto:jetillman@comcast.net


3rd Thursdays 1-3 p.m. Ovals 
Room 30; zoom available and when church building closed 
Facilitator: rotates among members of the group; Coordinators: Hans Francke and Lois Morris 
(Zoom coordinator) 
 
4th Thursdays 7 - 9 pm 
Room 30; zoom available and when church building closed 
Facilitator: Paul Pinson 
 
3rd Wednesday 7 - 9 p.m. Creativity Matters (program based on the same themes with new 
projects that focus on creative expression)  
Zoom 
Facilitator: Nancy Pinson 
 
We also have two Connection Circles, another type of small group ministry. They include: 
Short Stories - 1st and 3rd Thursday, 7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Room 30; zoom available and when church building closed 
Faciltators: Helena Miller 
 
Cokesbury Connection Circle - 3rd Fridays, 2 - 4 pm 
Meet onsite at Cokesbury, room to be determined; Guests should be prepared to show proof of 
vaccination. Facilitators rotate each month and the topic is chosen by the facilitator. 
Coordinators: Vivian Gray, Jan Blanchfield 
 
All in all, we have 108 participating in our small group ministry programs. 
 
Environmental Justice Task Force  
The EJTF has focused its energy on the Solar Panel Project, working with the board and 
executive to complete the installation of 95 solar panels on the roof of the education wing. A 
Winter Solstice/Solar Panel Blessing was held on December 19.  
 
Human Rights Task Force  
The HRTF partnered with UUDAN and Delaware Peace Week. HRTF also supported the 
Delaware Campaign for Fair Policing and participated in the YWCA programming on White Ally 
Small Groups in Spring 2021.   
 
HRTF is also launching a series of book groups on The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper Together. Becky Laster has developed a training guide and organized 
three groups: Group A:  Sundays 1/16, 1/23, 1/30, and 2/6 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm by Zoom, 
Group B:  Tuesday 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, and 3/1 from 1:00 – 3:00pm by Zoom, Group C:  Sundays 
2/13, 2/20, 2/27, and 3/6 from 6:30 – 8:30pm by Zoom. Following this there will be some 
further discussions organized on The 8th Principle. 
  
 
Pastoral Care Associates  
The Pastoral care team has been focused on individual pastoral needs and challenges, instead of 
educational programs. The team is in the process of recruiting new members and developed a 
list of prospects at their meeting on January 10, 2022. This will be followed by a training session 
in February or early March.  
 



On December 5, 2021, we included a Ritual of Remembrance in our worship service to 
acknowledge the losses of members and family members or friends. The Pastoral Care 
Associates helped with contacting survivors of those members who lost a loved one and 
participated in the service. 
 
 
Sunday Worship Services  
This year we conducted worship virtually until September when we returned to the building for 
multiplatform worship. We have, as you know, suspended services in the building during the 
month of January because of a surge in the Covid rates and hospitalizations. We hope to return 
to in-building services in February. 
Two new worship associates have been recruited and we are looking for a few more. We will hold 
a training session in early March.  
 
Our worship themes follow the Soul Matters themes, generally, although worship programming 
is created to meet the spiritual needs of First Unitarian. Topics are varied and a full list of 
service summaries, titles and videos are available in our sermon archive on our website 
https://firstuuwilm.org/worship/sermons-archive/  
 
 
Music Fall 2021 
The primary focus in the Music area is to engage as many members as possible in sharing the 
process of making music for use in services.  In-person music-making has been greatly limited 
due to the continued spread of the COVID19 virus. As a result, all of our vocal music and some 
instrumental music must be pre-recorded. 
After a brief attempt in late summer to reconvene the choir for in-person rehearsals, the rapid 
spread of the Delta variant necessitated that we revert to weekly Zoom choir meetings.  
Attendance at on-line rehearsals ranges from 10-18 choir members.  Richard Speck hosts the 
Zoom meeting and Kathy Harris chooses repertoire and conducts the rehearsal.  The choir has 
produced 12 virtual choir videos since reverting to Zoom meetings in August which have been 
featured in worship services during the Fall. 
Because we are unable to sing in services with congregations in attendance, we continue to 
videotape hymns which are sung by individuals or small groups.  Fourteen singers contributed 
their talents in creating over 30 hymn videos for use in services this Fall.  On several occasions, 
we also encouraged congregation members to pick up rhythm instruments upon entering the 
sanctuary for use during musical moments in the service.   
There are tentative plans to bring the choir together again for in-person rehearsals while 
observing protocol to ensure safety of all involved. This would include requiring vaccinations 
and use of singer masks in order for members to take part in rehearsals.  In-person rehearsals 
will enable the choir to videotape performances, eliminating the need for virtual videos, which 
are an extremely labor-intensive endeavor for all involved.  It will also enable the choir to 
prepare and present a Music Sunday event in Spring 2022. 
We have welcomed several guest musicians to perform in our worship services, including 
guitarist Seth Hammonds, pianist Linda Henderson, vocalist Martin Hargrove, Andy West and 
his Tibetan Singing Bowls, drummer Pape Demba Samb, cellist Sue Lerner, flautist Renae Block 
and harpist Janet Witman.   
In addition, Music Director Kathy Harris is creating an on-line catalog of the extensive choral 
library which is stored in filing cabinets in the Music Room.   
 
Library and Archives 
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Our Library and Archive teams worked diligently over the summer of 2021 and into the fall to 
complete the move into the shared Music Room/Library space. Judy Windle, Maggie Duffy and 
Richard Carter work every week, cataloging and maintaining the library collection. Joan Carter 
works in Room 25, reviewing and cataloging our archival materials.  
Both Archives and the Library provide resources that offer opportunities to learn and explore 
new perspectives and feed our spiritual growth.  
 
 
 
ASSESSMENT: We report achievement of End #2. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Dr. Larry Peers 
Marina VanRenssen 
Linda Sanders 
Dale Stratton 


