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END #3: At First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, people of all ages: Act on 

our shared values and Unitarian Universalist identity to fight for a more just world.  

INTERPRETATION: Our shared values are defined as:  

Love and compassion, Growth and discovery, Freedom and justice, Wonder and joy.  

Our Unitarian Universalist identity is defined by the seven ethical principles in the UUA 

Statement of Principles and Purposes, and the six sources by which our living tradition is 

informed.  

We believe that the operative word in this End is act. This end is achieved not by talking about 

values or UU principles, but taking those values and principles out into the world in acts of 

mercy and acts of justice. This means that we feed the hungry and minister to the marginalized. 

We also intentionally confront deeper systems of oppression that create an unjust world. We do 

so with both passion and compassion.  

MEANS ATTACHED TO THE END – We report compliance. This is how we are 

accomplishing this End.  

ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults) ILYA has now provided services for more than 

15 years to youth who have aged out of foster care.  

● The ILYA program lead, Barbara Crowell, oversees an organization with several 

functions including events, donations, outreach, communications and finance. In addition, 

7 projects manage Student Care Packages, Holiday Giving, New Apartment Kits, 

Furniture, Baby Support, Support Grants and Educational Support.  

● The pandemic has required changes to our traditional programs.  

● This year we partnered with other UU churches in Delaware to expand our program.  

● Special Offering February 2021 raised $2,822 

● For the Backpack Graduation program in 2021, we did not do a formal fundraiser 

because we had enough funds held in reserve to cover our expenses.  

● Holiday Giving in November/December 2021 raised $4,035 

Human Rights Task Force. The HRTF had a busy year despite the pandemic.  

● In September 2021, the HRTF supported Delaware Peace Week.  

● Our partnership with UUDAN (Unitarian Universalist Delaware Advocacy Network) 

included support for the Fair Policing act in September and a postcard campaign in 

support of voting rights.  

● Starting in January 2022, HRTF is organizing book groups for discussion of “The Sum of 

Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Prosper Together.” Groups will run 

through February 2022.  
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Sustainability and Environmental Justice Task Force. The Sustainability and Environmental 

Justice teams work to provide opportunities for study and action in response to Climate Change. 

This year we completed two major projects: 

● Installation of solar panels on the roof of the education wing. The panels were connected 

December 2021 and we are now seeing production ramp up as days get longer. In early 

January, we saw a total of 653 kilowatt hours which represents a savings of 763 pounds 

of carbon dioxide. We are looking forward to seeing how this impacts both our expenses 

and our impact on the environment.  

● In the fall of 2021, Nancy Flanagan led an effort to increase our native plants in our 

landscape. We received certification as a wildlife habitat. For Ingathering, we held a 

Native Planting Day and church members and friends of all ages participated.  

Emmanuel Dining Room. Members of the Emmanuel Dining Room (EDR) team at First 

Unitarian Church transforms the world through their action of feeding the homeless and those in 

need every month at the Ministry of Caring’s Emmanuel Dining Room at 2nd and Jackson 

Streets in Wilmington. Cooking efforts continued with volunteers cooking in their homes and 

serving at EDR throughout the pandemic.  

The kitchen renovation was complete in December 2021 and the team looks forward to resuming 

use of the church kitchen on the 19th of each month, as soon as we are able to do so.  

The program costs remain the same as in previous years - about $200/month, or $2,400/year for 

the supplies. Our main income source is the special monthly offering once a year, and in 

November 2021 the congregation donated $3,283. We are pleased to continue the EDR program 

within our church, to help serve our underserved in the city of Wilmington. With a strong 

commitment to help our community, basic financial solvency for the project, and a solid team 

from within our congregation, we anticipate this program continuing for years to come.  

Coffee Sales. Fair Trade sales project continued online, with customers able to order via email. 

Steve Marek then safely delivers orders in person, which allows a safe opportunity for personal 

connection when many are stuck at home. Church members can purchase coffee, tea, chocolate 

and olive oil that has been fairly traded, meaning that the people who grow and produce these 

products are fairly compensated for their labor. The way we spend our money is one way we 

express our values.  

Children and Youth Religious Exploration. The Youth Group planned and ran a Social Justice 

Project Day on January 31. They chose two projects. They made blankets for A.I. DuPont 

Hospital. These blankets are distributed to children when they are hospitalized.  

They also made Love Letters for Literacy kits. Using the process outlined on the website, “Love 

Letters for Literacy”, kits were made to equip families in need with handmade literacy packets to 

make teaching the letters of the alphabet easy and fun! A child’s ability to succeed in school, 

attend college, and earn a higher salary all begins with the ability to read. But to read you need to 

know the letters of the alphabet and the sounds they make. Love Letters sets out to change the 

fact that lower-income children may know only 1 or 2 letters of the alphabet when entering 
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kindergarten, compared to middle class children who know all 26! Love Letters teaches families 

how to make learning the alphabet into a game. Love Letters promotes early literacy while 

encouraging a lifelong love of reading!"  

Additionally, the Youth Group is planning a road clean up in the spring. They will clean up 

Centre Meeting Road by collecting and disposing of trash. 

Social Justice Partner work. Much of our social justice work is done in partnership with 

interfaith and community organizations. Examples are:  

● UU Delaware Advocacy Network partnership with HRTF. UUDAN joins twenty 

other UU State Advocacy Networks (SAN) which are combined in a national coalition. 

UUDAN’s role is to offer members and friends of the five Delaware Unitarian 

Universalist congregations the opportunity to join together as an advocacy organization. 

Our mission is to champion actions and policies at the local, state and national levels 

which express our Unitarian Universalist values.  

● Peace Week Delaware (PWD) is a state-wide cooperative project to encourage peace 

and justice groups to cooperate each fall in creating nine days of public programs for 

education, action, reflection, and service. The fifth annual Peace Week Delaware was 

held virtually in September 2021.  

● Unitarian Universalist Service Committee is the human rights advocacy arm of 

UUism. We support the UUSC primarily through the Guest at Your Table program. As 

an example of the strong support of our members for the world-wide human rights and 

social justice work of UUSC, our members contributed over $6,000 to UUSC.   

● Second Sunday Offerings allow an opportunity for our members to provide financial 

support to local and denominational organizations that further End #3. In 2021/2022 we 

held (or are planning) offerings to support the following organizations: 

o NAMI 

o Peace Week DE 

o IMAC (Interdenominational Ministers Action Council) 

o YWCA 

o Planned Parenthood of DE 

o Emmanuel Dining Room 

o Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow 

o Independent Living for Young Adults 

o Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

o Delaware Nature Society 

o Lutheran Community services 

o UUDAN 

● UUA General Assembly The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) holds an annual 

General Assembly (GA) to “do the business” of the UUA. With the pandemic, GA was 

only virtual last year. This year it will be multi-platform. We want to plan for our onsite 

and/or online delegates for 2022. We want to provide opportunities for reports from our 
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delegates to the congregation to keep us all informed of denominational issues and 

resources. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by the Executive Team  

Rev. Dr. Larry Peers,  

Marina VanRenssen,  

Dale Stratton,  

Linda Sanders 


